
I have ob served, wi th much i nterest , some recent public 

di scu.ssions o i' school s in the Mari time Province s . The discussi ons seem to e 

eondueted in the fresh air , and with a desire on the part of some, at 1east , to 

be frank and hone st . We need -public diseu.ssi. on , and we need, still more , 

pri~ata di scu.ssion, and co operati on between i rfil iVidual s , who are inter ested, and 

who have a knowledge of the question. Education is a social .matter, and as 

wi de as life itself. But it is al so a technical matter, requi ring the knowledge 

of experts , and f reedom gr anted t o experts . Perhaps we a re all making the 

mistake of eithor de fend ing a system, which we are afraid we do not know how 

t o 1·epla ce , or of glee ful ly pott i ng at what seem t o us the weak spots in a 

system. At best the r esul t 1 s catch- words , or the replacement of bl essed 

oatch-words by other blessed cat ch- words . 

Reforms i n school s , as in other things , have usually sprung 

from leaders hip , displayed in some one school , or some one locality. Butl er 

at Shrewsbury , Arnold a t Rugby, McCulloch a t Pi,etou, 111aseie at Galt , l a Signorina 

Montessori at Rome , are exampl es. Each set going a ferment of ideas. Bu.t 

the ideas did .not find general acceptance at once . Some of these indi vidua l s 

set t o work at a t i roo when no system existed. Others had to work in, and 

tlrough ,a system, which thei r own ideas dissolved or fused in a n8\!I way. We 

ar e hag- ri dden with systems i n Canada today. And yet it is a fact that here 

and there e. teache.r , or ar1 i11di vi du.al citizen, is demonstrating that t here i s st ill 
v 

l atitude and 'bee.thing-room for a vi te.l idea in edu.oati on. 
/I 

It is wideni ab l e t hat 

skeletons and eharnel bones- dead ideas in the shape of t ext books , cur r icula, at e . -

li tter our schools o l3ut t:hese , t hough they may impede , have r eally no f or ce t o 

bi r..d the soul . The question is : who is alive among us? Who i s r emember--

i ng that it i s valueless to put a subj ect i n a curricul um i f , by t hat , we mean 

that the subject never comes out of the curricul um? Who i s remembering that 

children are indi vidu.al ani mals; each wi th a free soul of his own, whi ch will 

respond to anything that is alive in a t eacher? Educati onal visit ors t o the 

Canadian sceme, of whom ther e have been maey in the las t f ew years , are agreed 



that , fran end to end of Canada, hardl y anyone seems t o be conc;erned with the 

students who are s11per- averege. This is pretty good test i mony t o palsy and 

st er ility. I have just r ead, in a morning paper, a phrase used by a oouple 

of experts, who hnve b een i nves t iga ting our mnseums , with a view to endowi ng them, 

if they can. find any t hing wor t h endowi ng, and they all ow t hemselves the phrase : 

"paral ysis from Calga ry t o !Ial i f ax " • 

Suah generalisati ons a re &fl.SY, whethe r deserved or undeserved , 

and\ t h i s one calls t o mind the even wider gener al isat i on of a French wi t , t o t he 

effect that weakne ss is t he one thing past cure . If so, we shal l have t o begi n 

wi th s t renu~h, and we may be sure that st r engt h wil l be f ound , not univer sally , 

b ut sporadi call y . I t will be f ound, i f f ound a t all , a s we said at the 

begi nni ng , i n some one place , and it will be utterl y di ssi pa·t ed i f i t is spent 

on a system. Furthermore , the strength wil l have t o be nat i ve. Sy.s tems 

cannot st and a sea voyage, nor a long journe y. Not t hat an i dea cannot be 

transplanted; we r emember ttst the f i rst larch trees i n Scotiand wer e seedlings 

f r om th e Apenni nes. But t he semi na l i dea must find a local su.et enance . 

Recently , i n a Committee gat hered f rom t he Maritime Provinces 

and Newfoundland, t he re was a discussi on of how and wher e i n t hi s dist rict one 

might find or found an elementary school, whi ch should have f or it s purpose t he 

social need of i ts own commwrl ty. A school, fo r example, in Prince Edward 

Island, for t he chi ldr en of f armer e , whi ch ehoul d remember t hat these children 

were the children of farmers , i n Prince Edwa rd Island, i n t h.e pr esent yea rs of 

g ra ce ,-children , some or t hem with hi gh endowment::J, bu.t endowments of a par ticular 

k i nd. Or , agai n , a school i n a f i~hing vi llage i n Newfoundl and, which 

shoul d treat i t s own human material as i nd i vidual and preci ous . The di s-

cu ssion began with an offer to send Canadi an teache rG , and Canadi an s tudents , 

t o observe t he Folk School s i n Denma rk , whi ch have been notori ou.sly successful 

i n e:ppl yi .ng such s i mp l e and common-sense rul es t o t he life of Denmark. Str~e 



a s i t may seem , no one in the comp a..l'lY gathered co1.,1.ld t h ink of teachers , or prospee-

t i ve teachers, in the Mari time Pr ovi n ces or !'lewfou.nd.land , who have shown signa of 

su. ch an out l ook, or who woul d be interested, even, in such a t our of obeervation. 

My r eaders will und erstand that it is not, at preeent , a handsome s chool buildi ng 

that ia de ei der a ted, nor a fine new cur·ricul um, complete with admi nistrator s , 

i n spect ors , and educat i onal boards . It i s juet a living idea that ls wanted, 

- jus t evi dence that somewhere school children are being treated as though 

they had lives of their own t o lead. Those wh o r emember t he eloquent descr i p-

tion of the lame school mt:i ster i n Phil i p Gr ove's Manit oban novel , will understand 

exactly what i s i n my mind as I write. 

I rel ate th.i s incident her e , publicly . because I have e. hope 

that someone , conscious i n himself of n living endeavor in this direction, may 

tel l 11s , and p rove t o us , t hnt t- here is life in the Mari time Pm vinces ruid New-

fou.ndland, o f which t he wei ght y Committee i s not aware ; that the Commi t tee is 

i gnor ant , or wr ong ; indeed, t .b.!i.t t he Committee it sel f i s dead or paralysed . 

At t he moment , I f eol t hat ovi denoe of l ife in t oo gather ing I have descxi bed 

is that it s 1oul d even d isc\lss such an i dea . 



THE HALIFAX HERALD THE HALIFAX MAIL 

Carleton Stanley, Esq., 
President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear " r. Stanley:-

"THEY COVER NOVA SCOTIA" 

W . H . D ENN IS ' MANAGING D I RECTOR A .W. ROBB ' Vice PRESI OENT 

IALllil'£X,cANAoA 

Novefflber 30,1932 

Thank you very ~uch for the article which you 
prepared for publication in our New Year Edition. 

Your co-operation is deeply appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 



R• J . Ranki n, Esq., 
Managing Editor, 

The Halifax Her ald Li mi ted, 
Ha li fax, N. S• 

Dear ; r . Ranki n: 

November 29, 1932. 

Enclosed you will find the article 7ou asked me for. 

cs/LB. 
Encl . 

I hor,e I have not kept you wai ting too long, and that you will find 
it serviceable fz,o your purpose. 

Your s sincerely, 

Pres i dent . 



"THEY COVER NOVA SCOTIA" 

W . H . DENN IS ' M ANAGING DI RE CTOR A .W. ROBB., V 1c E P R ESI DE NT 

November 22,1932. 
THE HALIFAX HERALD THE HALIFAX MAIL 

Mr. Carleton Stanley, 
President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Stanley: 

We do not wi sh to inconvenience 
you in any way, but would like to remind you of 
the article for our New Year Edition. 

The time is getting short and as 
our mechanical facilities are limi ted, there is 
always more or less congestion the last few weeks. 
In order to avoid this as much as possible and to 
insure that your article will receive the attention 
it deserves, we would like to receive it at the 
earliest possible date. 

Yours very truly, 

THE HALIFAX 



THE HALI FAX HERALD THE HALI FAX M AIL 

Dr . Ca rleton St anley, 
President , 
Dalhousie University , 
Hali fax, Nova Scotia . 

Dea r Dr. St anley : -

"THEY CovER NovA ScoTtA" 
W . H . DENNIS , MANAGING DIRECTOR A .W. ROBB , V1cePRESIDENT 

October 8 , 1932 

Thank you very ~uch for your l etter of October 
1st , expressing your willingnes s to co-operate ith us in ~aking 
our 1933 New Yea r dition a success. 

As the prepara tion of the New Year Edition is a 
difficult one and the time is getting short , we would appreciate 
i f you would let us ha ve your .art i cle on or before November 10th . 

Your s very truly , 



• 

Cctober l, 

R. .r. BE:.n.lcin, Esq •• 
1_e a ?, i ng Ed. .:. t or, __ 

The Ha lif!:,x Sera.la.. Limited ~ 
H a l 2.'·r-a x, N. s. 

"Once b itten , twice shy•• i s a good r ule. 

P..s I wrot e for your l ast Kew Yee- r ' J3 Edition, I 

t hought y ou W!Jul<i. n, t want to have me LJ: 1:n.. 

However , s s you stood r.1e 'be fo r e: , I she.11 willingly 

c ontribute a ; ain ~ 

:-i lease j og me in ;ood time as the d!:tte 

approaches g 

Your3 faith fully , 

, 



- - :: ~ - -=------
"THEY COVER NOVA SCOTIA" 

W . H . D ENNIS , MANAGING DIRECTOR A W . RO.BB , V,c , PRESID E N T 

~~1!:,0fp'~i{<;) CA NADA 

September 30 , 1932 

THE HALIFAX HERALD THE HALIFAX MAIL 

Dr. Carleton Stanley, 
President, 
Da l housie University, 
Hali fax, Nova Scotia. 

De a r Dr. Stanley:-

We are now !')'laking prepara tions for the publicat ion of 
our 1933 New Year Edition. We a re confident that these Editions have proved 
of defini te value in the past in outlining Nova Scotia's position and pros-
pe ct s in pract ically all lines of industrial and co ,,,,,..,ercial endeavor. 

The future i s t he big factor in the present situation . 

We a re building for the future and look to the future 
to bri ng us tha t pro gr ess and prosperity we have been waiting for, for so~e 
years. 

What a re Nova Scotia's future prospects ? 

This is the ouestion which we believe our New Yea r 
Edition should answer. We believe it ca n b e answered ..,ost opti~istically. 
We invite your co-ope r ation by being a contributor to this spec i al number, 
preparin g for us an a rticle of from ei ght hundred to one thousand words, 
dealing with t he prospects for educational advancement in this Province. We 
•oul d a lso app r ecia te having a suitable illustration a cco,,,,,pany the a rticle, 
if possible. 

Will you pl ease let us hear fro~ you at your earliest 
convenience? 

Yours very truly, 
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