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To introduc e myaelf': I am a newspa per man 01• eo::iewhat a r.ciient vintage, 
a buyer o f your books , a nd e former cocpany commander in th e P1ctou Highlanders Re-
aer ve- -one of that dour l ot whom you chops us ed to ent er tain at Alde r shot camp i n 
the otherwise still we t chea of the night beck in 1942 . You may recal 1 we accepted 
the offeri ngs of t h e West llovas glee club with wel 1 cOntlrolled enthusiasm . 

Ever y tirne I reed one of you r htator icel novels a certa i n idea 
occurs to me , and today , f o r the firs t t i .r.:ie, the idea is translated into tlCtion. 

Some yea r s ago I prepared for the Nova Scoti a HistoricfJ l ~ n 
a monograph of about 40 , 000 words on Liaut. Col. Timothy HierUhy , who~e men settl ed 
an er ee of 21 , 000 acres herf.labouta , and who intbat sense wa s t he f ounder of Ant igon-
ieh . Timothy ' a life, I d iscov ered, waa pretty well a aer i es of diaa ppointirients- -
f i na nci a l principa lly . ne w,ft fo r ever e l,riv i ng t o accumulate a competenc e, and 
fo r ev er being thWarted by unsympathetic forces of gov~r nment . I believe tha t the 
basis ot most aucc i,9aful stof i es h t h e attempt to overcome obsta cl e s , and i t h&s 
often struck rue that Timothy s s t rivi ngs migh t fom. t he t h eme of a stor y . I would 
t r y t o ma ke some~hi ng out of t ha t th:mght except fo r one thing1 I rea li ze )1/ i thout 
sny doubt tha t I ha ve no skill i n ilrit i ng f iction . The recurri ng i dea which I have 
menti oned above i s t hat I mi gh t inte r est you in Timothy Hierlihy and hia history . 

Here i8 s sum:nary of hie life: 

As a youth 'timothy Hierlihy came out to Ar.ierica from Irel a nd , e nd 
l ocated in Connecticut (a bou t 17;()) • Wh1en t he French and Ind i a n wa r bega n in 1755 
he enlieted in on e of t he Connecticut regiments as a private, a nd from t h en until 
1 760 to ok pa r t in e,ach off, the summer campa i gns whi ch had a s thei r elusi ve ob j ective 
the captu r e of Crown Poi nt . fi e eme rged et the end with th e renk of br igade ma jor . 

These campai gns takebne into the Y.enneth Rober ts country- geogra phica lly 
&a d hi storicdly. Timothy mi s s ed {he ma aaa cre which followed the capture of Fort Wil -
lia ai. Henr y by the French and India na , 'cut h13 saw pl enty a eni c e, th e hi ghlight of 
inhich waa probably the diaoatroua 8 a 38 ul t on the French lirn,a bef ore Fo r t Ticonderoga . 

I n 1762 Hierli lJy accompanied the coJwni i/ J:::::, t o Cuba and took part 
in the a ssa ul t of Havava , when fe ver deci::iated both Imper io l a nd co l onial troop s . He 
wa s brigade ro1:1jor a t tha t t ime and had somethi ng to do ,i'ith the payroll , and after t he 
boys caoe hor.ie the etltte Assembl y inveetiza. t sd his atewartship . I have no t be en sblci: 
t o f'ind out with wha t resul t, but I do not think a nything serious happened . A Ut.tl e 
later he help ed organiz. • • veterans ' righte aesociationl, th e memb ers o!' whi cl', 
aoked the govarmuent. to giv e them l and in Fl ori da to companaat.o th an for thei r auf-
r ering3 . The a ppli cations weire reviewed wi th great delibera t ion , bu t e'.len t ually , in 
1775, Hierlihy wa a granted } , 000 ecree in Was t Florid0, He nev er had a chtince tot eke 
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the l and up . 

When the r evol1,.1tionary war broke out Hierlihy lay low fo r a year, s t alling 
off loca l fi r ebrsnde who urged him to lead them aga i ns t the Bri t ish . Even t ually 
he elipped away to New "!erk with eo,ue friends , and soon began recruiting fo r the 
Prince of Wales Regimen t under the a u spices of British G.H . Q. . When t h e regiment wee 
fully recruited th e command went to a politician, Hierlihy being o f fGlred a aubo r-
dinute rank which he r efused to accept. He then began ra i sing anoth e r unit , of which 
he w&e definitely promis ed the comman d. Rec r uiting wee slow, and draft s robbed him 
occasiona lly . 

At this time Yenkee pr i vateerBl?l.en wer e raidi:,g P . E. Ialand, and the people 
t here were clamori ng fo r British help . General Cli r1ton at New Yor k wa s being prodded 
by London to do eorn.ethinJ , but na t urally he hated to send u line r eg i ment away from 
the fighting front just to plsy home gua r d in P . E.I . Tho recollection of Hierlihy 
and his half- formed regiment was li ke an answer t o prayer. In the late winter of 
1778 Hierlihy andhia four I ndependent Ooropaniea sta r ted fo r P . E. I ., with Halifax the 
first port of cal l. At the eastern ..:anadian port the littl6 expeditionary force 
loorned that the Strait or Canao wa s full of ice, and everybody went ashore snd 
into barracks until the situation would improve. 

Gn eral fta saey wa s G. O. C. at Halifax., His intelliirence brought hil!l word s t 
t his time that the Yanks wer e harrying th e C. B. coast , pl anning to destroy the open 
coel workings at Sydney Mines, a nd thus cut off the coal suppl y of Ha lifax . You c an 
ima gine how bad that l ooked to Hali f ax. Massey i romedis tely dispa t ched Hi erlihy and 
hi s men to the Sydney area until th e ice should cl ea r . Apparently i ,:. wa s a bad 
au:UJ?Jer for 10 9; fo r the Connecticut men did no t get to P. E..Ial end until late in 
Dacoo.ber . They wer e kept buay st Sydney beating of'f ra i dero , Hlerlihy r eporting the 
winning of one qua s i nave l engagement without any leases. 

Hiei·lihy1 s tou r in P. E. laland was marko,d pri ncipally by diaag r eenenta wi th 
the l ocal gov ernment, over discipl ine, over a uthority, and over lend • .:l eoount ing his 
own aervicea and loseea Timothy applied for t i tle to an eetate of 10 , 000 sores 
owned by a Col. Lee who had joined th e hnka , end who uaed to shock t he Puritans 
with his profanity . ( Lee ' a l ater dy i ng wish was that he be bur i ed st l ellat ii e:.ile 
f rom the nes reat Presbyterian c emet ery, becaus e, ha ving kept " bed compny all my life 
I do not wish to continue s o after my death.'' ) Hierlihy1 s application wa s t urned 
down . He th en bega n buying f'or a song tow n l otA a t Charlo t tetown wh i ch ha d been 
g ranted t o hie men, but the governor compl a i ned to London , a nd under protest the 
lots were returned to the city , collusion being openl y charged . 

In the la a~ aya of the wa r the I ndependent Companies were brought to He l -
ifax, a nd merged wi-lh ~ l oca l vo l unt eers t o form the Hoya l No va Scotia Volunt eer s . 
Hiorlihy was appointed O. C• with the r ank of li eutenant colonel. In 178, they were 
da!!.obilized st Halifax and offered land gn.nta in Antigonish. Th e co lonel and 86 
others acceptodJ and mo•,ed down here in 1784 . 

While eti ll in Helifax) bu t after demobilization; Hierli hy appli ed t o th e 
military H. Q. fo r the re t ion which his regirn ent had been enti tl ed to bu t which it 
bed not drawn in the pr eceding t .... o yea r s. M. D. No . 6 wa s r.on- coperative. 

When the British gov ernmen t mo ved to OC"9,pfl?lsate th e Loya li sts for tha 
loaeee t hey had au.rf'j r ed through exile from tE. e St.a tes Hierlihy submitted a claim fo r 
£9, 000 . This woul d cover hie 5, 000 acres in Floride , his em.aller fanna in Connecti -
cut and ?•:Saaachuaetta , and his p8'\>.' in chur ch at ho!!Le . Th e claims col!l!liesi on s c1:1 led 
hi s claim down to £460 . 

Hinrlihy died about 1797, end the la st of his , ,ooc iicres waa sold to meet 
hie deb t s . The last of his line died ou t here a bo11t 1890 . 



If you feel Hierllbhy1 e story offers any po eeibilitiea , I'll be glad t o send 
you mo r e detailed i nformation about him . My l1ttle book is now ou t tlf pr5nt, buv 1 
have newspaper tea r sheets which give it in ful l. It has enough American bE.ick-
ground to ma ke any fictional extension of interei,t in both Canada and the Sta tes . 

Ext endir.g t h e compliments of the season, I am, 

Sincerely yours , 
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Thomas Ra ddall, Esq_. , 
Liverpool , N. s . 

Dear Mr . Ratldall , 

Undor s epa r wte cover I am sendi ng you t ea r sheeta covering t he s to r y 
ot: our Ti mothy Hier lihy . The m,me , by theway, i e pronounced 11 Hurley-high , 11 with the 
accent on the f'irat s ylhi bl c. The f amily haa died out here, but the re a r e deacendanta 
of t h e ol d \!ioy i n .Newfoundla nd , bea ring the fa mily name, and t her e a r e mor e of t hem 
in Shel bcJrne belonging t o t h e White ch n ( ttev. Howland White , eon of the Whit e who 
settl ed Shelburne , wa s C. o f E. minia ter her ~ in 18}0 , end h e, marrieid an Ogden, 8 

gru. nddaughter of ol d Tirr.othy). Tht,re are a lso Hie r lihy a %.l'l. near Newca etl e , :N . B. , and 
i n P . E.Ielsnd who thi nk they a r e des c ended from Ti:n , bu t a c tually t h ei r pioneer 
ancestor ie one Philip Hier ldfhy, who may ht1v e be en a b ro t her of Timothy' a, but cer-
tainly wu e not s son , or else t ho b~r t h records ere all wr onJ . 

Tha nk you f.u your l otter c1nd fo r the flat t ering suggest i on. No, I 
s:n all right on factua l writing, but have no gif t i'o r !'ic tion, or el s e I picked th e 
wrong agent in th~ days when I t hough t I had . Thi a runni ng a wee kly n~11sp&per i s e 
ba ll -and- ch.i.in job . When I was younger the odd ball -and- chain wa s small handic~p 
but lagt riiea r I wen t out e nd got myself a coronar:r thro-nboaia, and sinc e thon th e 
fa. et a of life have been staring me in the eye . If I get ambi tious a nd stare tl-:e'.D. 
do'°rn my wif~ takes 01et'//;, and you know wha t hs ppena aftH that • .!h9Ugh not by a ny, 
mea ns out of circulation I hue to Wiltch :ny step, a nd I sha llbe doing v ery well 
indettd if in the next couple of yeera I am s ole to bootleg enough time to finish 
up a couple of l ocal histo r ica l jobs on wh i ch I ha'l! e mYde a s tart. But big rese0rch 
is out , a nd S?lY steudy appl tcation of a ny kind at mo r e than en hou r or so a t a 
stretch . 11 Gathe r ye roses while ye may •• '! 

Read Timothy Hierlihy when }'OU ,eet time, ana after a whil e I 
beliove he 1 ll begin t o troubl e you r 9Ub-conscioua . Then I ma y see you . 

l'\ith beet wiahoa. 

31 nce r ely, 
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