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March 15th,1946

Deer Mrs. MagMechan,

Thanks for your note of the 17th, At the present time
I am hard at work onm a novel, begun last summer and promised to my pablishers
for May lst. For this reason I shall mot be in the city before that date,
Beyond that I cannot say except that I hope to be in Halifax on or about May
15th with my novel finished and my mind clear of it., This isn't very satis-
factory, I know, but it's the best I can do at the present.

With regerd to the proposed ommibus volume, I haven't made o positive selection
eand will not have one until I have talked it over with ome or two friemds inm
Halifsx who sre steunch admirers of your husband's work and whose idess I

want to weigh ageinst my own. This will be in Mey. The space availsble in

a single volume reguires a very rigid selectiorn and we shall have to leave

out mach that was admirable. I ask myself this question —- " Of all Doctor
lecMechan's work, what is most veluable to the present generation and the
generations to come 7 " And my own strong impression is that his tales of
the sep are the snswer., They have = double value, for they are history as

well as literature, He =lome, of g1l Canadien writers of his time, saw that
the story of the sailing chips and their men -- and women -~ wae nascing before
his eyes and would soon be gonme, and you kmow how ezrmestly he strove to

catch that story not only with words but in his collection of ship models amd
paintings, \

\!

With this in mind, T have 2 temtative selection as follows: from THERE GO THE \
SHIPS -- "4 Beacon Light", "The Orest $hip", "A ¥ision of the Night","Tae Shell",
"The Captain®s Wife", "The Vave", "Jury Rig", "Down Lunenburg Wey".

From OLD PROVINCE TALES -- "Godfrey of the Rover", "Fhe Saladin Pirates",
“The Sarsh Stends By", "Budder Churchil",

From SAGAS OF THE SEA -- "The Teazer Light", "Via London"," The Captain's
Boat",

Mr, George Foster is coming here towards the end of this wemk month to discuss

various matters with me, and I hope to persuade him that the proposed omnibus
of your hmsband's tales should be illustrated, and by & Novae Scotiz artists

Stucerely,
b8
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