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June 3rd 1954

Dear lr. Smith,

Thanks for your letter. Two of .}, ships figure in

the history of Liverpool N,S. with some importance. One was H,.M.S.
Senegal, a frigate commanded by one Dudington. She was posted in

the mouth of Liverpool Harbor from December 1775 to April 1776, as

a threat to the inhabltants, who were suspected of seditious relations
“with-their cousins in New Ingland. (lost of western Nova Scotia had :
been settled by people from New England in the {fifteen yvears before
the Armerican Revolution.) Dudington and his men behaved with the
utmost tyramny throughout the winter, impressing young men into H.M.
service, seizing all sorts of goods as "contraband" from the rebellious
states, abusing everyone from the town's chief magistrate to innocent
young women, and in fact nearly drove the people into open revolt.

The other ship in which I'm particularly interested
was H,M.5. Blonde, a frigate taken from the French and commissioned
in the Hoyal Navy. She was on the Halifax station during the Amer-
ican Revolution, and finally was wrecked off Seal Island N.5, on
what has been known ever since as Blonde Rock. On April 24, 1778,
she chased into our harbor the French frigate Duec de Choiseul, which
had refused to answer a challenge off ko the lova Seotia coast. At
that time Dritain and France were not at war, but the Duc de Choiseul
was behaving in a mysterious manner, flying no colors, etc., and ;
Captain Milligan of the Blonde decided rightly that she was up to no
good. Firing began inside the mouth of our harbor and contimued after
Duc de Choiseul struck a reef, She took a bad beating from Blonde's
guns ;and f:l.nally surrendered.

On boarding her Milligan found that she was stuffed to
the hatches with arms and m\mﬁtions for the American rebels, together
with a nunber-of French officers who gave real or fictitious names,

~and who were undoubtedly going to join the American army. One gave his
namne as the Chevalier de Sucay. Another gave his name as Jet d'lan,

an obvious bit of pleasantry. "illigan also found American colors on
board, and -~ the most danning evidence -- a letter from Silas Reade,
who was Benjamin Franklin's right-hand man in Paris, adcireased to a
merber of the Continental Congress.

\ This business et the Franco-imerican cat out of the
bag, and France declared open war shortly afterwards. Yet the historians
of the war have missed this significant encounter. The information T
give above is from local records, chiefly the diary of one Simeon Perkins,
chief magistrate of Liverpool at the time, who witnessed the affair,
talked with Captain Milligan aboard Blonde after the fight, and later
at M¥1ligan's request took charge of the Irench prisoners until they
could be removed to Halifax.

, AmyAliing you Gan find @it; especially fyon the shipe?
Sopeemionoe .
- logs or ecaptains' reports, would be of the utmost value.



July 1b4th, 1954

Dear Professcor “mith,

I am nost grateful for your time and
© trouble in hunting up detall of the Semegal and Blonde and
their operations in the vicinity of Liverpool during the
early part of the Hevolutionory Var. I found your notes
most interesting. They supply information missing from the
1m1mmmmm.ammmmuq@umuw
the local accounts they ade most valuable.

Captain Milligen of Slonde was cbviously
a very able and scalous officer, and his handling of the
Due de Choiseul affair earned him, I hope, a good bit of
prize noney and promotion. Tumediately after Dlonde left
Liverpool harbor to get repairs at Nelifox, two American
privoteers came in and demanded of the inhebitants that they
give up any arms and goode talken out of the wreck - " in
" the name of the Congress.” These privatecrs had been lying
in the adjoinins Port lMouton, & place with only three or
four inhabitants. It seems clear fyom thelir aections that
ammmmmmmmmd
the Chodseul. The transfer of Ffrench arms and stores could
~havebaenmdainthequ&~mdmﬂ.tyof?crtrm.
and the Choideul eould than have returned to France in all
apparent innocence. To have gttempted such & transfer at
sea off the rebel coast of liew 'ngland would have been risky,
and to have taken the ship right in to Doston or some other
rebel harbor would have let the cat out of the war<beg
several nonths before the Prench were ready to release it.
The choice of a lonely harbor on the wild coast of liova :
Seotia for the rendegvous was a touch of genius, and nothing
but the luck and vigilance of !illggen could have spolled it.

This whole episode, which is go signif-
i&utinthem&slmﬁngwwthemwfmm
the war, seens to have passed unnoticed by Spitish and /inerican
historians alike. 0 was the affair of the Jenegal, to
" which I gave considerable space in my novel [lis lajesty's
Yankees. :

With my deep thanks and every good
wlshfortmmmaotmwnwk.

M]y.

Ppofessor Valdo C,L.Snith



@ueen’s Theologiral ollege
Kingston, Ont.

Bepartment of Practical Thenlogy & Churrh History
Rep. W. E. L. Suith, MC., M.A., Pu.D.
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