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I 
Juno Jrd 1954 

Dea !:r ,. ('!mith, 

Thanks for your letter . Two of II . I:. shi ps f ;i.' e in 
•tho history of Li verpool N.S . with some importance . One was H.U. S . 
Sener,;p.l , a frig te coinnnndod by one dington . She was posted in 
t he mouth of Liv·orpool Harbor .(r om December 177.5 to Apr l 1776~ uo 
a t hreat to t he inhabitants , who wore sus cted of seditious r elations 

· •1it 1- thoir cousins in Neu .1. ngland . (I ;ost of wester n .;.,Cotia · d 
en sett led by oplo :f'ro l eu ·neland in t ho fifteen years befor e 

t ho Ar.~rican levolution. ) incton and his men behawd with the 
utmost t yranny throughout t ho i:dnter , i.mpreosine young men 'into II . ;.• . 
ser vice , seizing all sorts of g6ods as II contrabands' from t ho rebellious 
states , nbus · nc; everyone from t .e tmm' s chief w.agistrate to innocent 
young worr.en , a.nd in r nct nearly ovc t ho peopl e into open revol t . 

Tho other shi i n which I ' m particu.lo.rly i nt er ested 
was ~: •. :.s . Elon e , a. frigate tm:on from t e F'r ench and co . ss ioned 
in t ho .. oyal :avy. She wao on t ho Halifax ,station during the Arner -
ican Revolution, and finally was wrecked off Seal Island N.S. on 
what has been knmm ever since as Blonde ,ock . On April 24, 1778 , 
s he chased into our harbor tho French f r ieate __s de Choi seul , which 

d refused to .::mswer n cho.llenee off b:kx? t he Nova Scotia coast . At 
t hat. time Dritain and France were not at war , but the__£ de Choiseul 
wo.s behavinG in .1 mysterious nanner, flyin~ no colors , etc ., and 
Captain r illig:m of the Blonde decided r ightly that she was up to no 
c;ood . .. iring began inside the mouth of our har bor and continued after 
1m£. Q.£ Choiseul struck a reef . She took a bad b..,nting f r om londe ' c 
guns and finnlly surrendered . 

On boording hc.r I'illie;o.n found t hat s he wns otuffed to 
t e hatches ttl t h arms and D1llri'tions for ·t he .1'merican r ebel s , together 
with a number·of French offiders Wh > gnve rea l or fictit ious na..~es , 
and who were undoubtedly eoine to j oin the Ar .. erican ar rr.ry. One gave his 

' name as t he Chevalier de ucny. Another gave his name as Jct d 1Lau, · 
an obvious bit of pl easant • ' i l lignn also found Amo1·ican colors on 
board , and - - t he most damninz evidence - a letter from Sil.as Reade , 
who wo.s uenjrunin lranklin ' s right - hnnd r.ian in Faris , ·addressed to n 
mcnbor o:£ t he Continental Congress . 

This business met the :!rnnco- Amcrican ct out o t he 
uag , and r rancc declared open war s hortly after wards . Yet tho his· orians 
of t he war h:J.ve ·.sso<l t h:i.s s i __;nii'ico.nt encounter . The inforw.ntion I 
ci vo above is f rom ocul records , chiefly the diary of one Si rr.eon Per ns , 
chief .· c;ist r ate of Liverpool at tlo time , uho witnesse t 1e affair , 
t aliced t,iit h Captain lligan abo.'.lrJ .Jloncle after the fieht . a nu lut er 
at 1':fllir;nn ' n request took chnr ce of t he renc 1 risoner s unt i l t hey 
could be r oved to Halifo.x. 

Anythin3 you can ind out , especially f r om the s 1i ps ' 
-~ 
logs or ·co.pt ins ' r eports , would bo of tic utmost value . 
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