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'70<.1. have cy dee .. ,e thy. for I had JlJY Olr1n l or..g 
nnd difficult !rt.:.•.i;;:lc a. C':!.~~ 4Titi.-ig about C3nadian t~s. 
1:a,C'\---cr. I t! ct lnt O'.lt that yoo. arc .arylc?' a ~t diruppoi.-rrt.-
ine mu::wn ,.;hon yQ.l ::im< U) to l...T'ltc ::i fo:'C" .. ~.:rd for yQJr book 
bocauoo .. r.n J''Ol1 ::,ut it , "'the ,,:ci:;:lt of j'OOl" nB!'JO woc.lu be :oc,re than 
sufficient. .....-1.t.h ::u-v 'f"'.lbl1.cllcr" . 

long :i;;o o :h-i~ firm._dec:l.do:l , of thCll' o.m accord , to bring out 
c. vol~ or rl'J" ohor't s"I.O:"·ioo. w:'lic!. hD.d boon o.7:-,,3ilring fra!I. t i..'fe 
to tioo in t::cl.:• o:n IX!C'l<.inc . John lJuchru, , who bl>d r03d 200 liked 
tha ul.os cs they c.p • .€-are-1 n t:1,,. "":a;:azir.e , nily ll.T~te a. fore--... -ord 
f or t he .bode, in ":uc.'J hs go.vo wm-k tho hi{;lx,ot raise. you 
knell, I?uc!13.n GtOOO 1'1 tho i:ll:.}.1est rank of 3r1:tlah U".1thors in bis: 
tlmc, not o.J.y rvr popuJ.ar novcls but for ::choJ.:,rly bict.orioal work. 
Also ho had L>tely bcccco I.crd Tm:,c<!=il- crx.l GO<'c;.-r.cr-Genero.1 of 
Crund:l . If a.eyc,no• s rooe oo.ll s. book, bk could. 

r.ere iD t he dis;:al rocOi"d : -

In the first year of publiC'1tion tho book oold 
n n "- u rin 

" " 3rd, 4th ""1 5t h yearc 

333 cop:lro. 
315 

..fili 
147.) 

ith t:1ot tte f closed out thelr edition. They 1lnd loot llOl<\\' 
on it . l'y 0wn l"Oyllltloo °""""' to "bout •2/0/ 0 . 

Durin(: tbcsc years I h'1d a wile and chl.l.drcn to support, and we 
b2.d a tc,,.l{;h t ;c of 1 t , li vin~ O!'l t.l-ie C3l e of s!'~o:-t stories to 
r.oc<>zineo . !:vc.'ltwlly I got into tho ::aturday CvenJ.nc root , Collier • s . 
end <Tille~ C. J . un~zines cC la.rt:'3 ci.rcw.uti.on. \. l.ritinc: a l ,;...:iy:3 c.bout 
Uova Scot :m::l its peopl e , pact. anJ. pro::.ont , am the ti.i:10 c.:uoo 
w:'.len Cilmdi.ln ruld .kDY>....rlcan pu'l-.>l.iS'he!"IJ were U!"Gin;; i.j;) to write IlO\felc: 
fer bock publication. Ilut observe, ploosc , t bnt my wcrk got to t~.at 
point ontir,icy unlcr ito own stoor, . 'l'wroda:oclr , fa· a ll his ldn:!-
ncns anJ his f~ , h;ld not been ablo to do thlt for cc. 

Incidentally, r.,y am first novel , written hopei\illy 1n the oorly 
days , ct.ill llos 1n a Jrm,er, un;'Ubli.s.h,_.'-d. I bnd uorked lon;; .'lnC t:.3l"'d 
on it , and it broko my ha:lrt w-hen i'im '1i'tor fir:, rejected it . Tcxlay 
I can sec r.,,:f':,7 the'"J didn ' t ~nt it. - and wccl.d.: 1t Ul....'!'lt i t even no:-. 
The experience of "t.Titing it tnu[;ht mo a c;ood dao.l , hc.Mever , und so 
did tro pll!!..~ oi' rcjootl.oo . icn ' t nccc,ioarily :i knock-oot . 
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