
Dalhousie University International Ocean 
Institute

23 May, 1995

Mr. Angus Archer 
UNA in Canada
130 Slater, Suite 0900 \
Ottawa, Ont. KIP 6E2

Dear Angus,

Thanks so much for your letter of March 10, and the attached schedules. It all looks 
very attractive, but, alas, I had to abandon my plan of attending. I have to leave for 
Malta this evening, for a series of meetings, and really hell is loose all summer...

I wish you all the best for this journey and for all your other work with the United 
Nations Association. Most certainly I will keep you posted with regard to our ocean 
work. The global hearings have already started, in China. We are sending a first 
interim report to the Fiftieth General Assembly.

What do you think of the Global Neighbourhood?

All the very best,

Yours as ever,

Elisabeth Mann Borgese

1226 LeMarchant Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3H 3P7 
Tel: (902)494-1737, Fax: (902)494-2034, E-Mail: IOIHFX@AC.DAL.CA
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May 30th, 1995

Ms. Elizabeth Mann Borgese 
Founder and Honorary President 
International Ocean Institute 
1226 Lemarchant Street 
Halifax, NS B3H 3P7

RE: Seeking partnership for the World Youth Leadership 
Training Summit

Dear Ms. Borgese:

Following our conversation, I am w riting to explore the possibility 
of your collaboration in the forthcoming World Youth Leadership Training 
Summit to be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York, from 
August 28th to September 1st, 1995. The Summit is being organized 
through the initiative of the International United Nations Youth Forum, 
Canada, and is endorsed and supported by the United Nations Fiftieth 
Anniversary Secretariat.

The Summit is a timely initiative w ith  the approach o f the United 
Nations 50th Anniversary, and the continued importance o f the UN in 
world affairs. The role of youth w ill continue to become crucial, 
considering that almost half of the w orld 's population w ill be under the 
age of 30 by the year 2005.

The theme of the Summit is "Rights and Responsibilities of 
Youth", and it w ill provide delegates w ith  an unique opportunity to 
experience practical training on several pressing issues and assist youth 
leaders to develop and strengthen critical leadership skills. We expect 
to bring together 200 outstanding youth and young adults (between the 
age of 21 and 30), --185 delegates from each of the UN member states, 
4 delegates from non member states and 11 delegates from major 
international youth organizations w ith strong focus on youth activities.

TEL: (416) 736-2100, ext. 88704 • FAX: (416) 736-5693 • email: unforum@vml.yorku.ca

mailto:unforum@vml.yorku.ca


The Summit is being conducted to formulate and design implementable 
guidelines for youth-centred action and to learn how to get it done. The Summit will 
have training sessions, interactive plenaries, and mission briefings fo r delegates to 
meet state representatives to the UN. The "Guidelines for Action" w ill be based upon 
four concurrent workshop-based training session:

1) Training in coalition and partnership building - 
how to build alliances among youth movements;

2) Learning techniques in conflic t resolution and 
advocacy;

3) Using technology and information — global linkages and;

4) Project design and implementation techniques — 
how to get it done;

The training workshops w ill be guided by academics and representatives from 
governmental and non-governmental organizations, including the UN, allowing 
participants the opportunity to critically analyze the topics w ith experts in relevant 
fields. Delegates to the Summit w ill be assembling a mini survey which w ill be a part 
of the World Youth Development Report and On-Line Computer Network. Technical 
assistance and co-ordination of the Workshops is being provided and/or considered 
by organizations such as:

* United Nations Environment Programme (Nairobi);
* UNSO, UNDP;
* United Nations Development Programme;
* Faculty of Environmental Studies, (York U. Canada);
* Volunteers in Technical Assistance (Washington, DC);
* Working W omen's Forum (India);
* David Lam Centre fo r Communication (SFU, Canada);
* Collegio de Mexico (Mexico City);
* United Nations Youth Unit, UNICEF (New York);
* Flope 87 (Austria, invited);
* The Key Stone Centre (USA, invited).

As a collaborating partner, the International Ocean Institute is cordially invited 
to nominate and arrange the participation of up to 10 outstanding delegates from the 
developing (including least developed countries) in the Summit. The registration fee 
is $200 US for delegates from developing countries (The registration fee for delegates 
from developed countries is $350 US). It may be possible to have the registration fee 
waived for delegates from the least developed countries upon request. While we have 
made concerted efforts to keep expenses low, we still require the assistance and 
support of interested organizations to ensure the success of the Summit. W ith your 
partnership, we tru ly  believe that your contribution w ill provide delegates w ith  a



rewarding experience. We have attached the Summit proposal, and the critical path 
for this im portant and unique initiative.

Should you have any questions, please call or fax us at any time. We look 
forward to your partnership and thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Sujit Chowdhury 
Global Coordinator, 
World Youth Leadership 
Training Summit

Teresa L. Venturino 
Treasurer,
In t'l U.N. Youth Forum 
York University, Canada
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

To:
FAX No:

Carla Angelone
416 979 8575

From: 
FAX No.:

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
1 902 868 2455

Date: 7 September, 1995

Subject: Halifax

Dear Ms Angelone,

Thank you for sending me our programme which is important and excellent. I wish I 
could be there, especially since it is in Halifax, but just during those days I have to 
be in Taragona, Spain, to deliver a keynote address on the Mediterranean!

I wish you much success with this conference. One cannot put enough emphasis on 
the importance of involving young people in our activities. It is they who have to carry 
on.

Yours as ever,

1 226 LeMarchant Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3H 3P7 
Tel: (902)494-1737, Fax: (902)494-2034, E-Mail: IOIHFX@AC.DAL.CA

mailto:IOIHFX@AC.DAL.CA
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CANADA AND THE UNITED NATIONS 
LE CANADA ET LES NATIONS UNIES

22 August 1995

Elisabeth Mannborgese 
Department of Political Science 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Dear Dr. Mannborgese:

On behalf of the Youth Perspectives Organizing Committee, I would like to 
extend a formal invitation to you to participate in our upcoming "Canada and 
the United Nations: Youth Perspectives" Conference to be held in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. The dates and location of the conference are Friday October 27 
to Sunday October 29, 1995 at the Citadel Halifax Hotel. Approximately 200 
university students from across Canada are expected to attend.

Youth Perspectives Conferences, now in their fourth year, are designed to 
promote informed discussion and debate amongst university students on issues 
of critical importance to Canada. This year, the conference will focus on 
Canada and the United Nations and will specifically address the topics of:

•United Nations: Role in Peacekeeping and Peacemaking
•The Prospects for Global Development and the United Nations
•The UN System at Work
•The Future of the United Nations
•Canada s role in the UN & the UN’s role in Canada

This year's conference is sponsored by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade and the Canadian Institute of International Affairs with the 
added recognition as an official United Nations 50th anniversary event.

We would like to invite you to be one of the speakers and address the 
conference participants. Your area of expertise seems most associated with 
The UN System At Work and we would be most delighted if you could accept

SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTIMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
AND THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

I 5 King's College Circle, Toronto, Canada M5S 2V9 
Tel: (416) 979-185 1 Fax: (416) 979-8575
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our invitation to address this seminar. As well, you can appreciate that timing is 
always a problem in the organization of conferences of this type and I would be 
most grateful if you would reply as soon as possible.

By mail, I have enclosed a copy of the latest Youth Perspectives newsletter as 
well as the Policy Paper published at the conclusion of the 1994 Canada and the 
Asia Pacific conference. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact the undersignted. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,

Carla Angelone
Youth Perspectives Co-ordinator
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Y outh Perspectives
Vol. 2, Issue 1 A Conference for Students on Canada and the United Nations July, 1995

YOUTH PERSPECTIVES - Canada and the United Nations IS SPONSORED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

15 King's Colege Circle, Toronto, Canada M5S 2V9 
TEL (416) 979-1851 FAX (416) 979-8575

HISTORY OF YOUTH 
PERSPECTIVES

In 1992, the first Youth Perspectives Confer
ence entitled "Canada and the New World Order" 
captured centre stage at the renowned Ottawa Con
ference Centre. Guest speakers such as the Honour
able Barbara McDougall, Secretary o f State for 
External Affairs, and the Honourable Jean Charest, 
Minister of Environment, assisted in providing a fo
rum for lively debates and informative discussions 
amongst Canada's youth.

Due to the overwhelming response wrought by 
the premiere conference a second Youth Perspec
tives Conference was held in Montreal in 1993. En
titled "Canada and a New North America", the 1993 
conference was launched in style by Her Excellency 
Sandra Fuentes, Mexican Ambassador to Canada.

With breathtaking Vancouver as its backdrop, 
the 1994 Youth Perspectives Conference proved to 
be the greatest success to date. With the theme 
"Canada and the Asia-Pacific", this event generated 
an astounding level o f enthusiasm. Issues such as 
Economics and Trade, Foreign Policy, Migration, 
Political Culture and Sustainable Development 
sparked fiery debates amongst participating youth 
and guest speakers alike.

Inspired by past successes, the 1995 Youth Per
spectives Conference "Canada and the United Na
tions" will again promote student interaction with 
respected dignitaries and decision-makers.

MESSAGE FROM THE 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Youth Perspective's primary objective is to 
increase youth awareness and involvement re
garding issues of importance to Canada. In 
honour of the United Nations 50th Anniversary, 
this year's Youth Perspective Conference ad
dresses issues with respect to Canada and the 
United Nations.

Youth Perspectives - Canada and the United 
Nations will be held in Halifax, Canada, from 
Friday 27 October to Sunday 29 October 1995. 
Students from across the country are invited and 
encouraged to attend this prestigious and unique 
event.

The Youth Perspectives Organizing Com
mittee seeks to make this event affordable to all 
interested in attending. While the Communica
tions Branch of the Department of Foreign Af
fairs is our primary supporter, the Organizing 
Committee is actively seeking other sponsors to 
assist in creating a nationally accessible confer
ence.

Any individuals or groups interested in par
ticipating in or contributing to Youth Perspec
tives: Canada and the United Nations are urged 
to contact Carla Angelone at (416) 979-1851 or 
to send a fax to (416) 979-8575.



Y outh  Perspectives C anada and the U n ited  N ations

Seminar Themes

1. United Nations: Role in Peacekeeping 
and Peacemaking

2. The Prospects for Global Development 
and the United Nations

3. The UN System at Work

4. The Future of the United Nations

5. Canada's role in the UN and the UN's 
role in Canada

Fundraising Campaign

Students are the leaders o f tomorrow: 
they will help to shape Canada's policies 
regarding the United Nations in the future 
and thus, supporting the Youth Perspec
tives Conference may be seen as an invest
ment in the future. Any assistance that 
could be given would be greatly appreci
ated. If  required, we would be more than 
happy to provide a charitable donation 
receipt.

TENTATIVE ITINERARY

Friday October 27, 1995
5:00pm Registration and Resource Information Table 
6:00pm Welcoming Address
6:15pm Panel Discussion: Canadian Involvement in the UN: Past, Present and Future 
7:45pm Reception

Saturday October 28,1995
9:00am Breakfast Buffet
9:45am Morning Plenary Session with Keynote Speaker
11:00am Session One begins (five sessions concurrently)
1:00pm Lunch Break
2:30pm Session Two
4:30pm Afternoon break
7:30pm Dinner with Keynote Speaker

Sunday October 29,1995
8:30am Continental Breakfast 
9:30am Session Three 
11:30am Lunch Break
1:30pm Final Plenary Session with Summation by Student Chairs

National Youth Conference October 27-29,1995 Halifax, Canada
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rYouth Perspectives
A programme of the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 

and the Canadian Institute of International Affairs

Spring 1995

Youth Perspectives in Brief

• Now in its fourth year, Youth Perspectives remains a unique program dedicated to the 
international education of undergraduate students. This year marked both the most 
successful Youth Perspectives conference to date as well as the introduction of study 
tours to Youth Perspective activities.

• Youth Perspectives 1994 “Canada and the Asia Pacific,” was held in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. With over 200 students from across Canada, the conference featured 
seminars and speakers on Economics & Trade, Foreign Policy, Migration, Political 
Culture and Sustainable Development. Youth Perspectives is looking forward to 
continuing this momentum.

• Enclosed is the policy paper from Youth Perspectives 1994. It comprises 
recommendations from each of the topic areas. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
Hon. André Ouellet, will be reviewing these conclusions.

• Leading study tours to New York City and the United Nations as well as Europe to visit 
NATO and the European Union has made Youth Perspectives a truly unique 
programme.

• Youth Perspectives is pleased to announce that Canada's only national undergraduate 
conference on international relations will be held again this year. Having been held in 
Ottawa, Montreal and Vancouver, Youth Perspectives 1995 “Canada and the United 
Nations” will be held this October in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

• With an alumnus of over 500 students, academics and corporate supporters across
Canada, we are establishing a firm foundation for Halifax and beyond - an exciting 
opportunity for all involved!____________________________________________________

15 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Canada M5S 2V9 
Tel: (416) 979-1851 Fax:(416) 979-8575
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The Youth Perspectives Newsletter is an independent publication produced by the 
organizing committee o f Youth Perspectives on behalf o f the Department o f  Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade. It is published bi-monthly and is distributed free o f 
charge to all interested individuals. Any person interested in receiving a copy should 
contact Carla Angelone at (416) 979-1851.

Youth Perspectives is an independent programme sponsored by the Department o f  
Foreign Affairs and International Trade and the Canadian Institute o f  International 
Affairs. Any opinions and thoughts should be addressed to: Youth Perspectives
Organizing Committee, 15 King's College Circle, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5R 2V9, 
tel: (416) 979-1851 fax: (416) 979-8575.
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Dear Youth Perspectives Member:
Through this newsletter, you w ill be inform ed about upcoming events, 

conferences, seminars, study tours, academic inform ation about schools, 

programmes and whatever else seems interesting in the international realm. This is 
OUR newsletter, so please help to contribute any o f the above information. This 
interactive newsletter w ill provide the forum for youth communication across Canada 

(and possib ly further!) In this issue, the po licy paper from the 1994 Youth 

Perspectives Conference: Canada and the Asia Pacific comprises the bulk o f the 
paper. As well, you w ill find information about the upcom ing 1995 Youth 
Perspectives Conference: Canada and the United Nations. As the inaugural issue as 
a forum for university students, we hope you w ill find  it to be tru ly rewarding, 

informative and exciting. Please let us know what you th ink!

HISTORY OF YOUTH PERSPECTIVES

The Youth Perspectives Conferences were established as the only national series of 
conferences which aim to promote informed discussion and debate amongst youth on 
issues of critical importance to Canada. Youth Perspectives symposiums have 
provided youth with ‘hands on’ exposure to the topics of Foreign Policy, Media, 
Economics & Trade, Political Culture, Migration, and Sustainable Development.

Entitled “Canada and the New World Order,” the inaugural Youth Perspectives 
Conference was held in the Ottawa Conference Centre in 1992. Keynote speakers 
included the Honourable Barbara McDougall, Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
and the Honourable Jean Charest, Minister of Environment. Special guests also 
included such notables as the Honourable Mitchell Sharp.

The 1993 Youth Perspectives Conference addressed the theme of “Canada and a 
New North America.” Held in Montreal, this event was opened with flare by Her 
Excellency Sandra Fuentes, Mexican Ambassador to Canada.

1994 marked the theme of “Canada and the Asia Pacific.” Held in Vancouver, this 
conference was the most successful yet, hosting 200 students from across Canada. 
The keynote speaker was Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Executive Director of the United 
Nations Environment Program (UNEP). A special reception and panel discussion also 
featured Geoffrey Pearson and other foreign service officers.

Based on a tradition of excellence, Youth Perspectives 1995: Canada and the 
United Nations will again invite eminent decision-makers to Halifax, Nova Scotia, to 
discuss and share their views with students.
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Youth Perspectives 1994
Canada and the Asia Pacific

Policy Paper

Conference Sponsors
Asia Pacific Foundation 

Canadian Airlines International 

Canadian Institute of International Affairs - National 

Office, Toronto Branch, Vancouver Branch 

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 

SONY Canada

University of Toronto - York University Joint Centre for 

Asia Pacific Studies

We would also like to thank the generous help of:
Gayle Fraser, Associate Editor, International Journal 

Rupert Taylor, Editor/Publisher, Canada and die World

The views expressed in this publication are not 
necessarily the views o f the Department o f  Foreign 
Affairs or the Canadian Institute o f  International 
Affairs.

The. views expressed herein are those o f the student 
chairs who have interpreted and summarized 
seminar discussions by students and guest speakers 
in each o f  the areas o f Migration, Sustainable 
Development. Economics and Trade. Foreign 
Policy and Political Culture._____________________



Economics and Trade

The discussion of the Economics and Trade Committee (ETC) was set against a backdrop of anxiety over 
Canada's economic prospects. With consistently high unemployment, declining family incomes, and a seemingly 

insurmountable debt, it has become clear that, if Canadians hope to protect their position in the global economy, 

Canada must pursue a policy which co-ordinates the seemingly disparate elements of the private and public 
sector in order to be more competitive internationally. Many Canadians have begun to look across the Pacific to 

the growing export markets in East, South and Southeast Asia.

Indeed, this should come as no surprise. The Asia Pacific Region is expected to grow at a rate of 
approximately 7.6% per year well into the 21st century. However, as Canada's interest in the APR increases, so 
docs the number of questions asked concerning how Canada should go about capitalizing on the region's 
phenomenal economic growth.

It was the consensus of those in die ETC that, for Canada to take full advantage of the growing export 
markets in the APR, a comprehensive policy review must be undertaken which involves all levels of the public as 
well as the private sector. Canada's ability to assert effectively and defend its interest in the APR is contingent 
upon die effecuve development of a tri-parute strategy amongst governments, members of the business 
community, and private Canadian citizens. Moreover, this process must extend beyond the traditional dichotomy 

of markets, profits, employment and income to include areas such as education, retraining and industrial 
restructuring.

Doing business in the APR requires Canadians business people to confront a variety of cultund, 

linguistic, and cost-related issues. Compounding these difficulties is die fact that many members of the private 

sector often lack the human and financial resources to travel to Asia set up meetings and cultivate die personal 

and professional relationships which are essential to doing business in Asia.

To help overcome this barrier, the ETC suggests that the Deparunent of Foreign Affairs and 

International Trade (DFAIT) strengdien its assistance to Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs). 

Although this may include the infusion of more capital into existing programmes for die private sector, it also 

implies a restructuring of those programmes. For example, the ETC recognizes that DFAIT already assists 

Canadian companies, dirough such programmes as the PEMD (Programme for Export Market Development) 

and government-led trade missions. The ETC suggests however diat such programmes should increasingly 
target SMEs whose needs are greater dian those of die business community as a whole. The ETC thinks diat 

Canada has, for far too long, relied on its natural resource base for its export competitiveness to die detnment of 
its prospects in die increasingly knowledge-based global economy. The ETC recommends diat Canada re
examine its key industrial sectors with an aim to broadening it's manufacture exports base, as well as strengthen 

it's involvement in production of high-technology goods and provisions of knowledge-based services. This 
component of die overall policy review should entail increasingly intensive private aid public sector co

operation. Through joint task forces, working committees aid  advisory councils, public aid  private sectors 

should attempt to pool dieir expertise to arrive at a cohesive industrial strategy. Such industrial reorganization 

would enable Canadiais to aim pete more effectively in die global marketplace aid, in doing so, better our 

chances of accessing Asiai markets. Another area where stronger private and public collusion is necessary is in 

die acuve retraining of Canadian labour to facilitate die smooth traisformation of Canada's resource-based 

economy into a i  economy which is driven by value added manufacturing and production. Research and 

development must also be given greater joint attention, as Canada’s competitiveness is contingent upon its ability

PAGE 5_____________________________________________________________ Canada and the Asia Pacific
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to innovate. Although the current fiscal climate may make strengthening such support extremely difficult, the 
costs of not addressing the need for industrial restructuring and retraining are far too great and carry dire 
implications for our standard of living.

Although complaints are often levied against Canada's education system, in the opinion of die ETC, 

post-secondary education in Canada compares favourably to other countries of similar standing. However, the 

ETC also believe that Canadian primary and secondary education systems fail to provide students with sufficient 

training in the maths and technological sciences. Hence, given the importance of these skills in the future, 
Canada must modify its primary and secondary schools. Given that education is a provincial matter, any 

reworking of Canada's educational systems must entail co-operative efforts between federal and provincial 
governments. While the current fiscal climate may not allow for increased public expenditure, the possibility of 

involving the private as well as the public sector in the funding process must be investigated.
Accompanying this re-evaluation of the nation's education system, the ETC also believes that Canada 

must increase its investment in capital equipment as well as research aid development. As Kenneth Courtis 
noted in his address to tire Pacific Basin Economic Council, comparisons of Japanese and Canadian 
reinvestment figures highlights die need for Canada to strengthen its investment in order to remain competitive. 
As a percentage of output, Japan invested 22%. of 24% in capital equipment throughout die early 1990's while 
also committing approximately $500 billion to non-military research and development. Canada, in comparison, 
invested only 12% to 13%' of ns output in capital equipment during diis same period.

While die ETC understands dial Canada's current economic malaise prevents the federal government 
from committing resources of comparable volume to research and development, die ETC. once again, stresses 

the need for cooperation between all levels of government as well as die Canadian business community in order 

to alleviate die costs involved.

Given the value of both multilateral and bilateral approaches to trade negotiations and trade policy 
formulation, die ETC does not advocate pursuing one strategy over the odier. Multilateralism has often been a 

cornerstone of Canadian foreign policy. Canada's membership in a variety of multilateral organizations has 

enabled it to carve a valuable role for itself as a "middle power" and, in doing so, effectively assert and defend 

many of its international interests. However, die pursuit of bilateral agreements with key trading partners has 

also proven fruitful. As an example of how bilateralism has effectively served to clarify and lend direction to a 

profitable trading relationship, the ETC points to Canada's Action Plan for Japan (updated in November 1994), 

which outlines Canada's trade strategy in seven distinct sectors of the Japanese economy. Canada is a country 
which relies primarily on its ability to exploit very specific markets within national markets and thus, bilateral 

initiatives, such as die Action Plan, facilitate this process.
The ETC did not shy away from the contentious issue of human rights and made. The key question die 

committee sought to answer was whether or not Canada should continue to trade widi countries which violate 
the United Nations resolutions widi respect to human rights. While the ensuing discussion raised a variety of 

issues surrounding Canada's traditional concern for human rights abuses as well as the concomitant need to 
exploit export markets, some members of the ETC also argued diat a western understanding of human rights can 

differ significantly from die understanding of many eastern cultures. Hence, Canada may impose political and 

economic sanctions through ignorance. As a result, trade is the only viable policy option. The regular contact 

and communication which is inevitably fostered through trade and investment linkages, is more likely to 

facilitate a How of information and ideas on democratic values and die rights of the individual. Only through 

continued contact, not isolation, will it be possible for Canada to gain a more profound understanding of Asian 

cultures and, as a result formulate a more enlightened policy towards 'human rights'.
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Canadian linns may also wish to develop strategic alliances or engage in joint ventures (JVs) with 

foreign companies in order to share the risks and financial burdens involved in trans-Pacilic business efforts. 
Often trines, however, they find it difficult to obtain the market intelligence necessary to take the first steps in 

establishing such important partnerships. In order to ameliorate some of these difficulties, it was suggested that 

Canadian banks and SMEs develop closer relationships and strategic alliances in order to overcome the risk and 
financial difficulties entailed in die development of export markets. Such interaction would also enable members 

of the private sector, die banking industry, and die public sector to come together, exchange ideas and gain a 
greater appreciation of die needs of their colleagues in related fields.

It is also recommended that companies establish employee exchange programmes with business in 
odier countries. In doing so, Canadian business people might gain a greater understanding of die people, die 

culture and the particular business acumen required when doing business in various Asian markets. Moreover, 
such exchanges would strengthen trans-Pacilic relationships as well as potentially broaden a firm's network of 
international business contacts.

Although private citizens have a role to play alongside the public and private sectors if Canada is to 
capitalize upon die phenomenal economic growth of the APR, the ETC recognizes that many Canadians find 
East and Soudieast Asia intimidating because of dieir lack of understanding and experience in the region. This 
sense of unfamiliarity has intimidated Canadians, and has effectively prevented diem from exploring this area of 
die world and gaining a more profound understanding of its complex and diverse societies. If Canada does not 
wish to be left behind in die Pacific century, Canadians must overcome their apprehensions. Canadians who seek 

to play a greater role in the APR must leant an Asian language and become more familiar with Asian cultures.
Furthennore, Canadians must become increasingly sensitive to the seemingly simultaneous 

convergence as well as divergence of Eastern and Western values. As Brian Orend outlined in his background 

paper for die Political Culture Committee (PCC), a fervent debate has been growing as to whether or not Eastern 
values (largely defined from Confucianism) and Western values (products of Aristotelian thinking) are showing 

signs of convergence. While both sides present persuasive arguments and the outcome of the debate remains to 

be seen, it is imperative that Canadians closely monitor the processes of convergence and divergence and gain 

appreciation of how it might affect their ability to serve Canada's interests in die Asia-Pacific.

While not a specific policy recommendation, the ETC stresses the importance of patience and 
persistence when embarking upon Asian markets. The ETC points to SNC-Lavalin as an example. Despite die 

firm's unfortunate experience in Thailand in 1993, SNC-Lavalin's commitment to the Asia-Pacific finally paid 
off when it signed a contract wordi approximately CDNS980 million wadi the Malaysian government in the 
latter part of 1994 to provide Kuala-Lumpur with a city-wide transit system.

The ETC was not able to address thoroughly all die issues which were raised during the course of its 
discussions. One such issue was die Canadian debt, and die serious limitations dns places upon our economic 
competitiveness. Many members of die ETC stressed the importance of 'Budget 95' in reducing die debt, and 
diey see the current review of foreign, defence and social policy as playing an extremely valuable role in diis 
process as well. At the same time, however, die ETC fell that, while cutbacks are necessary, die government 

must pay very close attention to those areas where it reduces federal expenditures, as failing to do so might 

impair Canada's ability to become a viable economic competitor in foreign export markets.

Towards die end of its discussions, the ETC reiterated the importance of continued and increased co

operation among die key constituencies in our society (government, die business community and private 

citizens). As a result of the weekend's discussions, which were particularly influenced by die remarks made by 

Dr. David Bond, it was thought by many that too often in the past, the key groups which traditionally determine
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Canadian foreign economic policy have operated independently of one another, sometimes to the detriment of 
one another's activities. As a result, the ETC advocates a broadly-based policy review which examines all of the 
seemingly disparate areas which impinge upon Canada's international competitiveness. Only through an 

ongoing, comprehensive process, through which Canadians seek to improve continually their performance in 
overseas markets will Canada be able to improve its current economic situation as well as ensure its economic 
future.

The ETC recognized that the complex nature of Canadian trade policy requires continuing discussions 

at all levels of Canadian society. Only thorough a rich exchange of ideas among enthusiastic Canadians will 

Canada be able to ensure its competitiveness, not only in the 'Pacific century' but in all other 'centuries' to come.

Volte y Recommendations

• More support to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
Assistance needs to be given to those SMEs which lack the human mid financial resources necessary to foster 
successful and productive personal and professional relationships essential to doing business in die Asia-Pacific

• Industrial restructuring, retraining and education

Canada must end its reliance on resource exports and expand its manufacturing exports base as w-ell as its 
knowledge-based services. Retraining and education programmes must lx incorporated if tins shift in sector 

reliance is to be successful.

• Joint pursual o f multilateral vs. bilateral trading regime

Strategic Alliances between SMEs and Canadian banks should be encouraged to develop export markets and die 
promotion of employee exchanges. As well, die promotion of co-operauon among foreign policy actors, should 

also be encouraged where a convergence of policies and actions must occur in order for Canadian initiatives in 

the Asia Pacific Region to be successful.

•  Human Rights

The use of trade to 'stay at die table' should be promoted in an effort to promote democracy and human rights.

Speakers: Dr. David Bond, Vice President Government and Public Affairs, and
Chief Economist, Hongkong Bank of Canada 

Dr. John MacDonald, Chairman, MacDonald Dettwiler and Associates Ltd. 
Student Chair: Xavier Furtado, Queen’s University
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Foreign Policy
Canada and the Asia Pacific

To develop a Youth Perspective on Canadian foreign policy and die Asia Pacific region demands answers to a 

series of difficult questions. Where do vital Canadian foreign policy interests lie? The Asia-Pacific region or the 
European Union? What of our largest trade partner, the United States? How should we approach the region - 
through multilateral settings, or through a series of bilateral relationships? How can Canada gain a greater role 

in die area? What are die main threats to our security? How should we approach traditional security concerns, in 

comparison widi die demands of so-called ‘soft’ issues? What of die role of economic aid and trade widi the 

Asia Pacific, in relation to die contentious issue of human rights? What qualities should the future Canadian 

foreign service demonstrate?
The Youth Perspectives Conference could hardly have been held at a more appropriate time, coinciding 

widi Prime Minister Jean Chretien's highly touted Team Canada’ tour of the Asia-Pacific region. However, in 
die opinion of die committee, Canada's initiatives still require more focus. Illustrative of our need to define 
Canada's role in die region is die amorphous nature of the terms that are used to describe it, such as die Asia- 
Pacific or die Pacific Run. Where exactly are the frontiers of diis region? Is Mexico or Chile part of die "Asia- 
Pacific"? Unfortunately, the region is simply too huge and diverse to be encapsulated widiin a single catchy 
phrase, and there can be no single, simple formula to guide Canadian policy. The fact is that this region has 
multiple interests, cultures and concerns. There are few common linkages between Northeast Asia and Soudi 
Asia, or between Oceanic and Latin America.

Coupled with diis complexity of defining a Canadian focus for its foreign policy is the economic 
growth of die Asia-Pacific, which cannot be ignored. This burgeoning growdi in the East has become the engine 

of the world economy at a time when the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

states are uncharacteristically weak, suffering from die lingering effects of a persistent global recession. This 

region is further complicated by a monumental generational change in China and Nordi Korea, ushering in a 

new era of dynamic political change widi widespread global repercussions.

Of significance in defining a Canadian focus is die fact dial die region has no comprehensive security 

architecture. The definition of 'security' in the Asia-Pacific will have to move beyond the traditional concept. 

Much of die economic growdi of die area lies beneath an ‘environmental overhang’ of transnational issues 

such as massive populadon movements, resource depletion, and environmental degradation. Unless die nations 

of Asia-Pacific address diese issues, dieir economic success may be forfeited in the future, contributing to a 
decline in living standards and polidcal instability.

Canada has attempted to address diis void. During 1990, the External Affairs Minister, Joe Clark, 
articulated a new security vision for the APR. He proposed die Nordi Pacific Co-operadve Security Dialogue 
(NPCSD) to address die region's security problems in die multilateral context of regular negotiations, enabling 

Canada to 'de-down' the Great Powers still clinging to die legacies of die Cold War. But die United States, at die 
dme, was engaged in bilateral reladons with die individual states of the Asia-Pacific and feared the restrictions 
of multilateral ‘entanglements’. As a result, die NPCSD fell into relative obscurity. Facing the limitations of its 

bilateral negotiations in the Asia Pacific and the burden of being die only superpower left to promote 

international stability, the NPCSD has gained new prominence and dius die United Stales has begun to promote 

multilateral forums in the APR as a method of spreading the burdens of ensuring international stability.

Successive Canadian governments have reduced our influence in diis region by reducing die resources
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available in the federal budget for the Navy in the Pacific. Canada's ability to have a major role in a multilateral 
security forum is somewhat mitigated, as the Foreign Policy Committee emphasized, because Ottawa remains as 

far away from the region psychologically as it does geographically in a time when the APR influence on Canada 
is increasing. Canadian governments have been guilty of 'much talk and little action' while the number of 

Asian immigrants arriving in Canada each year equals the population of Saskatchewan and Hong Kong moves 

ahead of Canada as the world's 7th largest exporter. In die foreign policy committee's opinion, Canada is being 

left behind while other stales embark on ambitious programmes to secure their position in the Asia-Pacific. 

Canada needs to engage in a more serious effort, aid today’s students will form an essential part of any such 
program, to reshape die Asia-Pacific's perception of Caiada a id  convince them that we are serious about 

participating. Canada docs enjoy special opportunities such as the linkages to the APR through Asian 
immigration to Caiada aid our relationships with specific Asia states: in Vietnam, we enjoy the advantages of 

bilingualism, while our similarities as a middle power to South Korea aui enable us to form a 'special 
relationship' aid  serve as a 'trojan horse' for our penetration of China.

The opportunity for Caiada to begin a comprehension initiative in die Asia-Pacific coincides widi die 
perception of a decline in United States influence aid commitment to the region. After subordinating economic 
interests to regional stability during die Cold War, die United States granted the Asia-Pacific access to the 
world's most lucrative market creating new economies diat challenge that of America's. The problems of trade 
unbalances aid  rising aid  Asia-Pacific sentiments a e  beginning to draw the United States out of die aea. Yet, 
the Asia-Pacific does not wish to see an American pullout; they view the United States as an important factor in 
Asia Pacific stability. Caiada may be able to fill part of this widening void, not in the role of stabilizer but of 

facilitator.

'Hie issue of human rights in die region will not soon disappear, a id  this is one area where Canada cai 

serve as a useful moderator. The states of the Asia-Pacific are resentful of the criticism of die West, accusing 

their critics of cultural relativism aid  arguing that democracy has many different guises that die one widi which 

Nordi Americans are most familiar. In China, where massive rural to urban migration is under way, Beijing 

feels endangered by the ensuing threat to stability. If die leadership seeks to place restrictions on human 

movement, who determines if this is a human rights violation? Or a domestic issue? Have we the right to 

criticize? For the present Canada has preferred to adopt a ’soft’ approach, attempting to nudge die authorities 
towards our standards. However, a problem for Canadian policy makers lies in the image presented to die 

Canadian public - that of complacency in view of blatant human rights abuses in the APR.
The committee aiso discussed die current media portrayal of an unrealistically bright Canada. Widi the 

overwhelming lack of a state trade/industrial strategy, the Canadian economy is tixi uncompetitive to partake in 
the Asia-Pacific boom. In the absence of a tremendous change in our policies, Canada will be left behind. Trade 
imbalances with China and Japan, and significant foreign ownership of Canadian assets have seriously reduced 

our capacity to conduct an independent foreign policy. Struggling under the burden of our national debt, our 

central governments have continued to raise taxes, and at die same time destroy our last strength by cutting into 
Canada's social programmes.

While the committee recognized Canada's inability to compete economically widi the Asia-Pacific 

region and diat Canada's efforts perhaps should be directed towards die United States to whose economy we are 
permanently attached and are far better suited to interact with, there is a great need for Canada to serve its own 

interest in die Asia Pacific region by remaining engaged in the area of security. The Committee suggests that 

one of Canada's foreign policy concerns should be the tremendous direat to die global environment posed by the
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economic boom in the region. Canada should work towards preventing the images of widespread "anarchy" 
caused by environmental degradation of which Robert Kaplan and Thomas Homer-Dixon have recently written. 

Under the stresses of deforestation, soil depletion, overfishing and massive migrations, the very biological bases 

of die Asia-Pacific are at risk, threatening to produce the phenomena of "failed states". Under tins scenario, West 

Africa serves as a model for the future of the region. Of twenty world fisheries, seventeen are currently in 
decline. At the same time fish is die major source of protein in die Asia-Pacific. If die region is to be politically 

stable, China and India must retain die capability to feed themselves. Likewise die threat from disease such as 
the AIDS epidemic raise die potential of devastating dispersed populations in the APR unless a massive public 

education program is begun now. Canada's foreign policy should attempt to exercise influence in die Asia- 

Pacific on diese issues as these problems will have repercussions for die entire planet. Due to die regions' 

overwhelming size, it is in our own interests to seek to avert the approaching environmental disaster. Without 

die participation of the Asia-Pacific, a comprehensive global environmental protection regime will remain 
essentially meaningless.

The committee also discussed die issue of traditional security direats m the region. The Asia-Pacific is 
the scene of a spiralling arms race, with states like China developing power projection capabilities, and odier 
states reacting according to the dictates of this security dilemma. The International Institute for Strategic Studies 

has remarked that the Asia-Pacific multipolarity bears many similarities to the "Europe of the 1930's". The deal 
between die United States and Nordi Korea over Pyongyang's nuclear programme is an indication of just how 
low die region has sunk on the former's list of priorities. In Washington die problem is seen as belonging to 
Japan, China, and Soudi Korea. Widi the extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in question, more 

states, like Japan, could possibly acquire nuclear weapons. Yet Ottawa, looking at the end of the Cold War and 

die demise of die USSR, has cut into die budget of the Canadian armed forces despite die persistence of 
traditional military threats in die APR. This will reduce our ability to "show the flag" and will remove our 

influence at die table of military power, especially widi regards to the United States.

In order to avert instability, the committee contends dial in die future Canada must wield its influence 

m die Asia-Pacific area. Through one of Canada's last remaining levers, the Of ficial Development Assistance 

(ODA) programme, it must be used rudilessly to force die Asia-Pacific to modify the harmful effects of 

economic expansion on die environment, and measures like the proposed "green tariffs" must be seriously 

considered, in short, we must save India a id  China in order to save ourselves. Of course we must look after our 

own house first, aid  die First World will likely need to accept a lower standard of living so that of die Third 
World may rise.

The committee found developing recommendations on Canada's foreign policy on the Asia-Pacific no 
easy task as discussion frequently drifted into odier conference topic areas aid  into substantial domestic issues as 

well - a i  indication of die complex nature of die challenges that Caiada faces in the Asia-Pacific. The 
committee was unaiimous in it.s belief that the Asia-Pacific is an area of crucial importance to Caiada's future as 
a secure a id  prosperous state.

Policy Recommendations:

• Canada should seek to play a role o f 'facilitator' in the Asia-Pacific.

Seeking to engage the region in multilateral negotiating situations in which Caiada is better able to maintain 

influence, while reducing the capacity of die Great Powers to act unilaterally, enhaices die security of all.

PAGE 11
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• Canada must adopt a realist perspective towards the issue o f human rights on the Asia-Pacific, especially 
with regards to China.

We must nudge China towards democracy. This is best done by ‘remaining at die table.' Odier states till die 
void that we vacate to our economic disadvantage. Overtly aid is a policy which will only invoke die suspicion 

of die Asia-Pacific governments and encourage diem to ignore our concerns. At die same ume we must lie clear 

that we are unhappy widi the violations of fundamental human rights.

• In the area o f traditional military threats to security, the problem o f  the arms race in the region should be 
attacked on the supply side, by seeking an end to the indiscriminate sale o f arms by Western manufacturers. 

In Nordi Korea we should seek to bring the country out of its isolation, invoke confidence-building measures, 

and avoid direatening it by nudging Pyongyang into the modem world. The devastating budget cuts to our 
military, especially in die area of power projection, cannot continue if we wish to have any voice on diis matter 
and demonstrate our commitment.

• Canada must encourage the Asia-Pacific to adopt practices o f  sustainable development as resource 
depletion and environmental degradation will have far-reaching effects on stability and security.
The proper wielding of official development assistance can permit us to exercise limited influence in diis area. 

This will require a serious modification of our own practices. Without a stable Asia-Pacific the entire globe will 
be threatened.

• Ottawa needs to adopt a more comprehensive and serious effort to improve Canada's position in the Asia- 
Pacific and to abandon the traditional focus on Europe.

This calls for a belter trained, educated and funded Foreign Service made up of specialists who can confidently 

pursue Canadian interests. Our geographic relation to die Asia-Pacific and our ties to the region dirough 
unmigration should place us in an advantageous position.

• More events such as this Youth Perspectives Conference are extremely worthwhile and educational and an 
essential part o f  the efforts to educate and train young Canadians to be knowledgeable about international 

issues relevant to the well being o f Canada.

Speakers:
Dr. James Boutilier, Professor o f Pacific Studies, Royal Roads Military College 
Dr. Douglas Ross, Professor o f Political Science, Simon Fraser University 
Student Chair: Don Montrichard, University of British Columbia
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Migration
Canada and the Asia Pacific

From die outset, the Migration group of young, bright, and articulate students from across the country debated 

and analyzed the topic of migration as it related to the Asia Pacific and its its repercussions for Canada. The 
mass displacement of peoples has become an unfortunate but fascinating area of concern. From what is read 
about migration in the media, heard from the academic point of view and experienced personally, the Migration 
group could formulate policy which could best meet Canada's obligations aid needs. This paper is an attempt to 

represent these views aid  present a youth perspective on how to tackle the issue of migration in the Asia 

Pacific. This paper will focus on and make recommendations in three areas: migration within Asia; Asiai 

migration to Canada; a id  multiculturalism.
Diana Lay, Professor of History at the University of British Columbia, pointed out that migration in 

die Asia Pacific is concentrated first and foremost in die movement of people widiin individual countries aid 

then amongst other Asian countries. Comparatively, few Asian immigrants ever make the move to the 
traditional receiving countries of Canada, the United States, New Zealaid or Australia. For diis reason, treating 

migration solely in die context of immigration to Caiada gready distorts die issue.

Rapid and uneven economic growdi in Asia is one of die most significant causes of migration. As 
industrialization occurs, those living in rural areas move to urban areas in search of employment and higher 
standards of living. Environmental degradation, acute unemployment and p<xir living conditions are other 
reasons which influence people in Asia to leave their homes. Exacerbaung these conditions is die population 
explosion which has occurred in the region. However, because urbanization has occurred so rapidly, the 
infrastructure has often times been unable to handle die increases in population aid  commercial activity. 

Notwidistanding die low quality of services available, people have lost their ancestral attachment to die laid and 
a substantial population of transient workers has developed who move from city to city aid  country to country, 

both legally a id  illegally, in pursuit of a 'better life’ for themselves aid  their families.

One-third of die world's population currently lives in Asia. While people diere are often forced to 

move, the majority does not have die means to migrate to Canada. As a result, Canadians have been to a large 

degree insulated from Asia Pacific migratory pressures. However, in this age of global interdependence, political 

boundaries are increasingly unable to insulate a country from die problems in die rest of die world. Firsdy, 

internal migration direatens to destabilize die region. Even widiout massive immigration to Canada, Canada's 

interests in Asia, especially widi respect to trade, could be destroyed by a shift in the balance of power created by 

large shifts of people widiin the region. Secondly, massive migration could lead to civil war and human rights 

abuses on a scale diat Canadians would be unable to ignore. Finally, the relative ease and reduced cost of travel, 
die relaxation of national policies restricting migration, and the new prosperity in newly industralizing nations 
direaten to unleash a wave of people seeking entry illegally or legally into the developed nations of die world.

Because migration in the Asia Pacific is a complex issue caused by various factors, it cannot be tackled 
effectively through Canadian immigration policy. Canada cannot establish an immigration policy that 

adequately addresses migratory pressures in die region. The most effective way to conquer die destabilizing 

effect of die mass movement of people in Asia is by recognizing the problem and co-ordinating all 

aspects of foreign policy with a view to addressing it. However, recently Canadians have seen the uncoupling of 

trade, immigration, and human rights policies. As a result of the attempt to examine each of diese areas in 

isolation, contradictory policies emerge. Many contradictions already exist in Canada's current policies in Asia. 
For example, in die area of development, improvements to the infrastructure in a region at times direatens to
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displace millions of people. The planned Three Gorges hydroelectric project in China is a good example 
between development and economic goals and those of immigration/migration policy.

Another contradiction in Canadian foreign policy is apparent in the realm of trade. While Canada 
wants to take advantage of the economic potential in Asia and therefore envisions freer trade in goods and 
services, people are another matter. Despite rhetoric pushing for the removal of barriers restricting the free 
movement of people, especially with respect to China, the Canadian government does not want, nor could it cope 

with, huge numbers of people wanting to resettle in Canada. The desire for the freedom of people to migrate 

clashes with the hope shared by many Canadians that less people will come our way.

Asian Immigration To Canada

Migration within the Asia Pacific region is very often examined solely in the context of Canada's 

immigration policy. Although the two arc indelibly linked, they are also very separate issues. The numbers and 
types of immigrants who come to Canada from Asia generally differ greatly from those who move within the 

region. Immigrants from Asia, in general, tire better educated, wealthier, and less likely to be on welfare than 
other immigrant groups. However, perhaps because of then cultural and language differences, they integrate 

into Canadian society at a slower rate than the traditional European immigrant.
While the Canadian government has accepted political refugees from China and Vietnam, die same 

cannot be said for Burma or East Timor, where repressive regimes exist. In addition, the great number of 
economic or environmental migrants that inhabit many Asian countries could not even hope to enter Canada as 
refugees because diey do not meet die Geneva Convention definition of a refugee nor do diey fall under the 
Designated Class of Refugee as set out by Canadian immigration officials. With die knowledge diat Canada 
cannot open its borders to all those suffering from extreme hardship a id  persecuuon in Asian countries, 

Canadian policy-makers must do their best to provide aid to those diat most need help.
Attempting to improve die standard of living in a country as well as countering human rights abuses 

could do much to curb die growdi of refugees and economic migrants. Stopping die problem of refugees at die 

root is in the long-run less expensive and obviously more feasible. Should a need exist to move groups of people 

immediately, efforts should be made to relocate diose people closer to dicir homeland in die hope diat diey might 

one day return. Moving large numbers of refugees from Asia is not only expensive; it does not always make 

logistical sense. Rather, helping neighbouring countries or regions cope with an influx of people as well as 

helping tackle the root of die problem is a much better idea.

Family Class and Assisted Relative Class make up the greatest proportion of immigrants from Asia. 

These classes of immigrants (along with refugees) represent the humanitarian aspect of Canadian immigration 
policy. The Canadian government has recognized die importance of allowing families to be reunited within 

Canada in order to adapt more quickly to dieir surroundings. However, die reality remains diat it is not 
economically feasible for die Canadian government to allow all family members to be reunited with dieir 

exisdng family in Canada. A balance should therefore exist between dependants (family; assisted relative class) 
and independents (independents; business; investor classes). To establish such a balaice, spouses and children 

under 19 should be allowed to immigrate. However, quotas on the number of parents, grandparents and children 

19 a id  over who a e  allowed to immigrate should be established. While this measure might discourage diose 
Asians under die business/investor class category who seek to bring dieir entire family to Canada, it is 

necessary in order to ensure diat die family/assisted relative class does not greatly outweigh other classes.
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Canada no longer requires unskilled workers to perform labour that Canadians shun. The new 

economic forces dictate that in order to compete in die world marketplace, Canada must have a skilled 

workforce. Potential immigrants should therefore be evaluated on their previous training and education. More 
flexibility should be afforded when evaluating the skills received abroad. In many instances the training that 
applicants and immigrants received in foreign countries is not accepted for employment in similar positions in 
Canada. As a result, vast sums are spent on retraining programmes which may not be necessary. A good grasp 
of French or English should also be emphasized as a requirement to immigrate. While this may seem to 
discriminate against Asians, a great number of Asians do know or are learning French and/or English. A 

knowledge of either of Canada's official languages makes the process of integration much less difficult.

The booming Asian economics, especially those of Taiwan, Hong Kong and South Korea, mean that a 

large number of Asians have the means to invest in Canada. Many desire to make a new life in Canada with 

the money that they have saved at home. Because Asians do make up the largest proportion of business and 
investor class immigrants, Canada's policies with respect to these classes affect them immensely. Business class 

immigration, in which potential immigrants must show the potential to employ at least one Canadian has 

attracted many Asian immigrants and contributed very positively to the Canadian economy.
Investment class has been less successful. The problems with investment class have been two-fold. 

Criminals have used this category as a means of buying their way into Canada. The flipside has also occurred as 
Asians, among others, investing money in Canada have been exploited. For these reasons, better supervision is 
necessary to ensure that those investing in Canada have no criminal record abroad and to ensure that existing 
investor programs are credible.

Multiculturalism

When one discusses migration within Asia and Asian immigration to Canada, the issue that often escapes 

discussion is that of multiculturalism. What happens when different cultures choose to or are forced to coexist? 
This question applies as much to the movement of people of different nationalities within Asia as it does to Asian 

immigration to Catada. While perhaps not as obvious to Canadians, problems of discrimination resulting from 

the movement of Asiais from one country to the next are as great or even greater that discrimination against 

Asíais moving to Catada. Canadians are in fact relatively tolerant aid  accepting towards new immigrants.

It is interesting to note that as the youth of Canada, we have a chance to analyze perhaps more 

objectively the issue of immigration. Unlike other generations, we have grown up in a country that is not 

dominated by die traditional European immigrait. Migration from Asia now significantly surpasses 

immigration of any other group. Canadians are truly multicultural. The question is no longer do we want to be 

a multicultural nation, but rather how do we cope with being a multicultural nation. Because Canada now 

encompasses citizens of all cultures and is truly multicultural, it is time to re-evaluate and perhaps redefine 

Canada's policy of multiculturalism. Important questions must be asked. Is Canada sacrificing its identity for 
the sake of maintaining cultures other than its own? Should Canadian taxpayers pay to maintain the traditions 
of a particular ethnic group? Would these traditions lie maintained regardless of government funding? Most 

importantly, has multiculturalism brought Canadians from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds closer 

together or has it further emphasized the differences between groups?
The conclusion arrived upon at the Conference is that multiculturalism is a good policy. However, 

because the face of Canada has changed, the emphasis of multiculturalism should be on encouraging acceptance 

and tolerance rather than on the promotion of events which may emphasize the differences between cultures. 
Membership in Canada is not based on ethnicity but rather on a shared commitment to democratic ideals.
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Policy Recommendations:

• The Canadian government should focus primarily on selecting refugees from abroad to ensure that those 
most in need are allowed to come to Canada.

• The idea o f establishing bonds to ensure that those sponsoring relatives live up to their financial 
obligations must be further scrutinized to establish whether it would be an effective and fair measure.

A comprehensive evaluation system combined with strict guidelines would have to be established in order to 
ensure any credibility.

• Incentives must be given to those willing to invest in Canada, and Canada must be promoted as a 
dynamic investment opportunity for Asians.

Asians immigrating under business class still do come in large numbers to Canada, but with the booming 
Asian economies, as compared to die sluggish Canadian economy, smaller numbers are choosing to leave the 

region.

• Programs encouraging immigrants to settle in areas outside o f  the major centres should be encouraged. 
It is neither possible nor humane to force people to other specific areas in Canada. The traditional 
destinations of Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver arc increasingly unable to absorb the large influx of Asian 
and non-Asian immigrants. If new immigrants were influenced to move to smaller communities, links 
between that community and communities in die immigrants homeland would be established and thus would 

encourage new areas of settlement.

• Provinces should be given more leeway in establishing their own immigration policies, tailored to their 
own priorities.

At present, only Quebec has some degree of freedom to establish quotas and set other requirements.

• Federal expenditures for language, training and other programmes must keep up with immigration levels. 

Expecting the provinces and municipalities to absorb a greater number of immigrants while decreasing the 

amount of money diat diey receive places an unfair burden on limited budgets. Compensation must also be 

given to provinces and municipalities to cover die expenses associated with absorbing immigrants. Some 

provinces, in particular Ontario, absorb more immigrants dian odiers, but do not receive a commensurate 
amount of money for settlement programs, language training, and welfare setdement.
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• Open discussions surrounding the issue o f who we let into our country must continue.

As Andrew Phillips, a senior editor with Maclean's magazine, discussed at the conference, as early as one 
year ago the issue of how Canadians felt about immigration was seen as a taboo topic not to be addressed for 
fear of being portrayed as racist. Fortunately, this is no longer the case. It is only by having open discussions 
about the benefits and costs of immigration that valid concerns, as well as racist attitudes, can be fully 
addressed.

Speakers:
Diana Lary, Professor of History, University of British Columbia 
Andrew Phillips, Senior Editor, Maclean's Magazine 
Student Chair: Catherine McKenna, University of Toronto
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From the outset, the Political Culture group (hereafter PCG) attempted to tackle this difficult and sensitive issue 
on botii philosophical and practical levels. Inherent in die discussion was a tacit assumption that political 
culture could be defined in terms of 'Eastern' and 'Western' mindsets. Although many pointed to the danger 
of generalizations -  particularly categorizing all countries in the Asia-Pacific Region (APR) by a single outkxik - 

- analysis eventually turned to the commonalties and differences between these two world-views. The end 
product was a clearer understanding of Canada’s role, including policy options to enhance our relations with the 

APR.
A presentation by Professor P. Roy (University of Victoria) gave an historical perspective to the 

discussion. Discussion in the second session, led by Professor M. Hawes (Queen's University), raised several 

issues for group consideration.
Political Culture
Arriving at a clear definition of political culture was problematic. However, discussion on any of the issues 

required some grasp of the concept. The risk was that an all-inclusive definition would reduce subsequent 

committee proceedings to nothing more than broad generalizations without a positive focus. Canadians have 
devoted years to defining our identity (without much success some would argue); how could we hope to reach 

any conclusions regarding political culture for countries located in the APR .' The approach adopted by the PCG 
was to identify various cultural issues that would provide an eclectic picture of an Asia-Pacific political culture. 
The PCG discussed some of the commonly acknowledged cultural indicators (see below). Asian attitudes on the

following were compared to Canadian attitudes.
Economics/ commerce National symbols Distribution o f wealth

Political stability Language Religion

Geopolitical orientation Human rights Militarism

Technology Security Protectionism

Environment Political institutions Education/ literacy

State o f development Historical background Crime rates

Comparison vs. Contrast

Similarities and differences between Western and Eastern political cultures are a source of continual discord 

among scholars. The PCG was split as to whether it was most beneficial to focus on similarities or differences 

among the Asian nations. Some felt that over-emphasis on the former reduced the analysis to an overly 

simplistic categorization of very different political, social, and economic Asian systems. Others claimed that too 
narrow a focus on differences would further exacerbate cultural misunderstandings, making progress in this area 

even more problematic than is currently the case.

Issues: Relativism vs. Absolutism
Some of the most controversial issues have their roots in the perception that most Eastern societies embrace 

cultural relativity, whereas Western nations tend to adhere to cultural absolutism. Cultural relativity advocates 
claim that sensitive issues must be analysed with an appreciation of the specific cultural context in which they 
occur. Conversely, proponents of cultural absolutism argue that some issues must be considered under universal 

criteria for desirable/undesirable outcomes.



PAGE 19 POLITICAL CULTURE
A good example of this dichotomy is the human rights question. Under cultural relativity, human 

rights abuses such as those which occurred in China’s Tiananmen Square would have been acceptable if the 
Chinese culture did not indicate otherwise. However, cultural absolutists might - depending on their respective 
points of view - claim that human rights violations of this magnitude could not lx justified under any 
circumstances or in any country regardless of its cultural context.

An adequate understanding of the differences among Asia-Pacific and Western countries on this point 
is crucial to developing a beneficial dialogue to resolve areas of disagreement. Once both positions lire 
comprehended, policies can be better formulated to cement relationships in the APR.
Convergence vs. Divergence

The PCG identified several broad sources of cultural convergence and divergence in order to develop relevant 

policy proposals. This analysis is based on the perceived shrinking or expansion of distance between commonly 

accepted Western and Asia-Pacific political culture elements. Most of the indicators driving these underlying 

trends were previously mentioned in the discussion of a workable political culture definition above. An accurate 

impression of cultural trends both in Canada and the APR is necessary for the development of forward-looking 
foreign policy.

Economics (Convergence)

• Expansion of markets: The globalization of markets and industries may lead countries to adopt similar 
trading practices.

• Economic security/stability: Attempting to ensure economic security and stability remains the major 
objective of most developed and developing nations.

• Public/private actors: International conventions have established a set of widely recognized standards 
for govemment/business relationships.

• Cultural sensitivity: The profit motive and striving toward a national competitive advantage has led 

citizens and countries to promote cross-cultural understanding.
Human rights (Divergence)

• Cultural relativism/absolutism: Differing views on cultural norms have led many Westerners to 

criticise APR nations on the issue of human rights.

• Trade leverage & aid allocations: The debate rages on in die West concerning trade and aid policies 
which could be linked to the recipient country’s human rights record.

• Multilateral relations: The work being done through die United Nations agencies is often inadequate 
to overcome the question of decision-making sovereignty.

Cultural understanding (Either)

• Ideology & social roles: General Western views on equality of opportunity, individualism, and 
government may not be well-received in APR nations.

• Geopolitical: Similar country situations in the world arena (e.g., political institutions) can lead to 
harmonious relationships between Western and APR countries.

• Value systems: Very different value systems across die Pacific are frequendy cited as the largest 

impediment to developing a sound cultural understanding.
Environmental (Either)

• Stage of development: Developed countries on both sides have co-operated to reduce the rate of 

environmental degradation by implementing sustainable development practices.
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• Individual/siaie acuon: Local action groups have assumed a large portion of the responsibility for 
improving environmental conditions in the developed West.

• Standard of living: APR countries in many cases put environmental protection secondary to resource 
depletion m order to support rapid economic growth.

Polic v Recommendations

In light of the above discussion, the PCG was able to formulate the following four policy proposals. Important 
to note is that each of these draft policies must be considered within the context of current Canadian foreign 

policy initiatives in the region.

• Implement a 'culturally sensitive' APR strategy which encompasses various foreign policy aspects: 
economic relations. Official Development Assistance, business, multilateral/hilateral negotiations.

To our knowledge, much of the work toward developing this APR strategy has already been accomplished by die 

Canadian government. An example of this focus might be '"Canada's Action Plan for Japan" published by the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade.

• Allocate resources to support APR cultural awareness training at all levels o f education through 
federalJprovincial grants (e.g. citizen-based initiatives, formal youth exchanges, funding for school 

language programs)
There tire several programs designed to foster APR cultural awareness training which could possibly serve as 
models. F'or instance, die discontinued British Columbia Ministry of Education Pacific Run Scholarship 

Program provided resources for recent high school graduates to undertake intensive cultural and language 

training in Asia-Pacific countries.

• Strive to establish a Centre fo r  the Promotion o f  Human Rights and Democracy through the 
member-states o f the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) forum or the Association o f  
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN)

This foreign policy objective would reinforce Canada's image as a useful global ‘second power' through the 

promotion of human rights and democracy in die APR.

• Provide governmental acknowledgement o f business, development, and exchange 'success stories' in the 

APR to promote further activities.

Many of die Canadian achievements dial have been made in the APR have passed unnoticed by ordinary 

citizens. Perhaps more Canadians would lie willing to focus on this part of the world if there were some 

indication of die potential benefits of such a venture.

Speakers:
Patricia Roy, Professor o f Canadian History, University o f Victoria 
Michael Hawes, Associate Professor o f Political Studies, Queen's University 
Student Chair: Christopher Eaton, Simon Fraser University
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Sustainable Development
Canada and the Asia Paci He

For the first lime ;ls a global society, we arc questioning our actions and how they affect the planet we live on. 

We have taken ax') much for granted and put ux> much faith in the notion that technology can solve all of our 
problems. However, in order to understand the problem of sustainable development in the world setting, we 
must first be aware of what is going on in our own backyard. In all levels of society - government, industry and 
individual - we must act responsibly and with respect towards the environment.

The definition of sustainable development used by the Sustainable Development Committee wits that of 

Gro Harlem Bruntland who defined sustainable development as a form of development or progress that ‘meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.'
flie main concerns expressed by the committee were the daunting prospects of industrialization in the 

Asia Pacific region, the transnational nature of environmental problems and the challenge of changing attitudes. 

While there are many individual environment, economic and developmental issues within the APR, the SDC 

decided their efforts would be most efficient on developing overall basic principles to address the many- 
individual issues.

The Sustainable Development Committee (SDC) discussions were based on the premise that we must 
hxrk at our ability to manage ourselves and examine our ecological footprint. We must also look at what we are 
willing to contribute. The SDC consensus was that the West will lx? required to re-structure its consumption 

patterns to ensure sustainable development. The committee agreed that simply throwing more aid at the problem 
will not help. If sustainable development is a path for the future we must go much further than traditional 

environmental policies have gone. We must do more to understand the linkages between die earth's economy 
and the earth's ecology. The committee also emphasized that it is impossible to maintain die environment or 

sustainable development policies without a working market economy. We must figure out how to save die world 
and make a buck at die same tune.

The committee acknowledged dial the task of incorporating sustainable development into our daily life 

is a daunting task, requiring a conceptual and altitudinal change, no less. The committee discussed the Marshall 
Plan after World War II as a parallel to the type of commitment required. While initially it looked towards the 

1992 Earth Summit in Rio as a turning point, the committee concluded dial the Summit fell short of creating 

change necessary for the incorporation of sustainable development. While the Rio Summit featured the largest 

gadiering of heads of state in history and gave clear evidence of die altitudinal shift that has taken place on a 

political level, it did not accomplish much in die way of firm treaties necessary to initiate institutional chaige. 

Since 1992, die environment has fallen off the agenda of many politicians who preached its gospel in Rio.

Along with die initiative taken on a international level to chaige attitudes, it is equally important dial 

change should permeate the domestic level as well. One of die committee’s guest speakers, the Honourable 

John Fraser, drawing on his extensive experience in environmental affairs and Canadian politics, illustrated this 

point by discussing die Canadian forest industry which for years knew' that Canada's forestry practices were not 
sustainable, and yet did little to remedy the situation. Very few industry leaders support any environmental 

controls and very few ministers of finance or members of finance departments go to climate change conferences. 
Echoing the remarks of Ms. Dowdeswell, the director of the United Nations Environment Programme, in her 

plenary address, Fraser encouraged conference participants to ‘stand on the cracks in between'. Mr. Fraser 

argued diat there is no reason why Canada Pulp and Paper cannot compete internationally while abiding by all 
the environmental regulations imposed on it by die Canadian government.
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The committee contended that Canada has not focused on the tugger picture. An issue of concern to 
the SDC was how to giving millions of dollars towards a developing nation's sustainable development policy 
while Canada has a crippling debt to pay. Canadians must examine their own government and their own lives 
to find unnecessary waste and spending, and then put this money towards sustainable development. The 

committee agreed that the money is there; it just needs to be directed to more important concerns. The 
committee also agreed that this type of mindset is very difficult to maintain, since spending decisions tend to 
become skewed in times of economic hardship.

To this end, the committee discussed the great potential of the role of expanding telecommunications in 
facilitating sustainable development. Another guest speaker, Mr. Arthur Hanson, pointed out that one of the 
functions of the International Institute for Sustainable Development is to act as a depository for information and 

as a means of disseminating this information to oilier countries in an effort to help attitudes evolve.

The committee also addressed the transnational nature of environmental problems. Mr. Hanson, who 
has extensive experience living and working in South East Asia, gave the committee a unique Asia Pacific 

viewpoint. He discussed with the committee the requirement of a ‘new' kind of sharing' necessitated by the 

global effects of environmental degradation. The committee discussed the example of forest fires in Sumatra 
affecting the climate of (lie earth to such an extent that the ash from these fires will be responsible for creating 
wanner winters in Winnipeg.

The SDC also discussed more innovative uses of the Global Environmental Fund. The committee 
suggested the funds should lie used to make up die cost difference between a project using cheap environmentally 
damaging technology and more expensive but environmentally friendly technology.

The SDC concluded that multinational corporations will become the most critical players in die field of 
sustainable development. The SDC suggests dial companies pool their resources and knowledge of 

environmentally friendly technologies to ensure the rapid spread of new discoveries. Widiin a market economy, 
die committee recognized that it is in our best interests to sell pollution control - requiring a ‘low dose of 
morality and a high dose of self-interest'. Canada can clearly lead the way in diis field. Trade was also discussed 

as a means of promoting sustainable development. The committee praised die inclusion of environmental laws 
in the North American Free Trade Agreement.

Polic y Recommendations:

In light of die above discussion, the SDC was able to formulate die following policy recommendations.

• The Global Environment Fund needs to be increased.

This is not simply a monetary issue. We are currently too concerned with remedial measures. It has been hard 

for countries to justify giving to die Global Environment Fund when diey have their own environmental 

concerns and, perhaps, an enormous national debt.

• Education is essential in achieving the massive altitudinal shift required.
We must start with die young, so that they grow up widi a different attitude than that of dieir parents. We need 
to teach diat not only is die environmental policy of die developing world important and influential on our lives 

and healdi but the younger generation must examine its own patterns of consumption and waste.
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• We must learn how interconnected the world is and how our actions affect others.

Unfortunately we wall probably have to witness the repercussions of the transnational nature of our 
environmental concerns firsthand before we learn this lesson. Some environmental disaster in die Asia Pacific 
region or in North America will have to idTect tangibly and directly the health, security, or employment of 
great numbers of North Americans before the majority realizes how interlinked our world has beeline.

• Canada must encourage regional co-operation in environmental and economic development policy. 
While die Earth Summit at Rio was important in initiating the required attitudinal shift, the most important 
developments will come out of regional co-operation.

• We must realize that the APR is going to industrialize whether we like it or not.
Thus we need to help APR to avoid damaging industrial processes and development by selling them less 

environmentally damaging means of industrializing.

• As Canadians we must lead by example to show the importance o f sustainable development. 
Recognising that our lifestyle in North America is not sustainable, we must adjust our patterns of consumption 

and encourage an attitudinal shift. We must establish goals and encourage other countries to follow in our 
footsteps.

• Money must be properly spent to solve environmental problems.

We must get away from remedial measures and start preventive planning. We need accountability for the money 
we spend in the developing world, in order to re-allocatc wasted money in Canada.

• Change begins with one's self.

We should all realize that if we incorporate our own ideas of sustainable development or sustainable life into till 
our actions, we can spread that idea to our friends, co-workers, constituents, and other cultures that we share the 

planet with. We as individuals have to believe that a sustainable life is important and hope that our government 
supports us in this belief. Canada has a large number of young, bright and motivated individuals - wiuiess this 

conference. We must remember that we can all leant from our experiences at this conference and as 
individuals we can all make a difference.

Speakers:
Honourable John Fraser, Ambassador for the Environment,

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
Arthur J. Hanson, President and CEO,

International Institute for Sustainable Development 
Student Chair: Andrew Fulton, University of Toronto
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Youth Perspectives 1995: Canada and the United Nations
Date: October 27-29, 1995

Location: Halifax, Nova Scotia
•  In previous years, Youth Perspectives Conferences have been hosted in Ottawa, 

Montreal and Vancouver, respectively. Federal funding warrants this year’s location in 
Eastern Canada, the only region of Canada which has not yet benefited from a Youth 
Perspectives conference. On the heels of the G-7 Summit to occur in Halifax in June, 
1995, this location should prove attractive.

Mandate:
•  To increase youth awareness and involvement in foreign affairs and the foreign policy 

formulation process. Youth Perspectives manifests this mandate in the presentation of 
a national youth conference designed to foster creative interaction between recognized 
experts and youth to allow the formulation of a “youth perspective” regarding issues of 
current relevance and importance to Canada. This year’s conference will focus on one 
of the most prevalent international events to occur this year, the 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations.

Participants:
• Participation in the Youth Perspectives conferences has been steadily growing with 

each conference and it is estimated that approximately 200 undergraduate students 
from across Canada will be expected to attend.

Format:
• In line with previous Youth Perspectives Conferences: Canada and the New World 

Order 1992, Canada and a New North America 1993, and Canada and the Asia Pacific 
1994, this year’s conference will follow a similar structure. Previous Youth 
Perspectives Conferences have dealt with regional issues whereas this year’s conference 
deals with an institutional issue.

• Seminar themes will be as follows:
1. United Nations: Role in Peacekeeping and Peacemaking
2. The Prospects for Global Development and the United Nations
3. The UN System at Work
4. The Future of the United Nations
5. Canada’s role in the UN & the UN’s role in Canada

• As in previous conferences, each topic will be discussed in groups of approximately 30 
students for three seminars over the course of the conference. Each seminar will 
feature a specialist on the featured topic.

•  Ideally, in two of three diverse areas o f government, corporate and academia. 
Participants will also have the opportunity to hear other speakers during the lunch and 
dinner plenary sessions.

• Keynote Addresses will tentatively be: The UN & the Environment and Canada’s role 
in the United Nations.
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Organizing Committee 1995
Carla Angelone, Co-Ordinalor, Youth Perspectives 1995

•Carla is an undergraduate student (Joint Specialist Degree in Political Science and History) at the 
University o f Toronto. This is her second term as Co-ordinator with Youth Perspectives. As well, she has 
been involved in the G7 Research Group fo r  the G7 Summit in Halifax and is employed at the Canadian 
Institute o f International Affairs.

Rob Alilovic, University of Toronto
•Rob is an undergraduate student at the University o f  Toronto. Presently, Rob is partaking in the Youth 
Perspectives Study 'Tour to NATO.

Tara Collins, Dalhousie University
•Tara is a graduate student in Political Science at Dalhousie University and is currently writing her thesis 
on equality rights in Canada. As an undergraduate student at McGill University, Tara has been involved 
in Youth Perspectives since its inception and was a co-organizer fo r  Youth Perspectives in 1993.

Xavier Furtado, Queen’s University
•Xavier is an undergraduate student studying Political Science and Economics at Queen's University. He 
wrote the background essay and chaired the Economics and Trade Seminar at the 1994 Youth Perspectives 
Conference. Xavier is the Director/U niversity Affairs Chair fo r  the Kingston Branch o f the CIIA.

Andrea Kociancic, University of Toronto
•Andrea is an undergraduate student studying Political Science at the University o f Toronto. A s  a Student 
Intern at the Canadian Institute o f International Affairs. Andrea was involved in assisting the Director 
o f International Briefing Tours.

Steering Committee 1995 Conference Patron
Alan Sullivan

President and CEO, CIIA
PETER G. WHITE

Carla Angelone

James Appleyard 

Patrick Hearn

Chairman, Unimedia Inc., 
Chairman, Canadian Institute 

of International Affairs
Hal Jones

Mike Rollason External Advisors
Nancy Snelgrove Louise Dupe re

Corporate Communications Division, 
Department o f Foreign Affairs

Stefan Fritz
Founding member o f Youth Perspectives 
PhD Candidate, London School o f Economics

Brian Orend
Founding member o f Youth Perspectives 
PhD Candidate, Columbia University

Michael Rollason
Former Youth Perspectives Co-Ordinator 
MA Candidate, London School o f Economics
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United Nations Association in Canada 
Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies

October, 1996

INVITATION
To a Public Lecture and Fund-Raising Dinner 

‘ at the Westin Hotel

Thursday, November 28,1996 
with

Dr. Federico Mayor 
Director-General of UNESCO

Dr. Federico Mayor, Director-General of UNESCO and one o f the leading thinkers in the UN system 
will be in Ottawa at the end of November for a short, unofficial visit. The United Nations Association 
in Canada (UNA/Canada) is celebrating this occasion by providing an opportunity to meet Dr. Mayor and to 
hear his views on the future of UNESCO and its broader role in the overall UN renewal and reform. Similar 
to the celebrations with the UN Secretary-General, H.E. Boutros Boutros-Ghali in November, 1995, Dr. 
Mayor will first deliver a public lecture and then participate in a fund-raising dinner in his honour.

The lecture, which is one of UNA/Canada’s ‘World Leaders Lecture Series’, will begin at 5:30 PM in Salon 
I of the Westin. Access to the lecture is free, but by invitation only. Dr. Mayor, noted as an articulate speaker 
and author, will focus both on the future of his organization, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 1996, 
and on the direction of the multilateral system in general as it faces the next half century. Dr. Mayor has been 
described as a truly renaissance man; a scientist with a Ph.D. in pharmacology, a founder of the Club of 
Rome, a politician (Minister of Education and Science in Spain), and an international civil servant. His many 
commitments do not allow him to visit Canada often.

A major fund-raising dinner will immediately follow the lecture in Salon II and III of the Westin (7:00 PM for 
7:30 PM). Dr. Mayor will very briefly address the guests on UNESCO. UNA/Canada has also extended an 
invitation to the Prime Minister and other federal ministers, as well as corporate sponsors, to join us for this 
special occasion. We hope that representatives of non-government organizations, including the education, 
scientific and cultural communities, as well as individuals, will also join us at a special price of $75.00 per 
ticket.

Please note this date on your calendars and reserve your seats by November 15. Please use the order form 
below.

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR INTENTION TO ATTEND THE DINNER AND/OR THE 
LECTURE BY FILLING OUT AND RETURNING THE FOLLOWING COUPON

___________________________________________________------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

• I wish to attend the public lecture and fund-raising dinner at the Westin Hotel on Thursday, November
28, 1996. Please send m e_______ tickets at the special price of $75.00 (a portion will be receipted for
tax purposes).
Name:----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tel:____________________________  Fax:__________________________

I have enclosed a cheque for $ ________________ (made payable to UNA/Canada)

Please bill my credit card for $ ____________
VISA:_______________________  MasterCard:----------------------------------------------------

Expiry date:----------------------------  Authorized signature:-----------------------------------------

• lam unable to attend the dinner but I wish______tickets for the public lecture with Dr. Federico Mayor at
the Westin Hotel at 5:30 PM on November 28,1996

130 Slater, Suite 900, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6E2 •  Tel: (613) 232-5751 •  Fax: (613) 563-2455 •  Email:unac@ magi.com

mailto:unac@magi.com


United Nations Association in Canada 
Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies

Octobre, 1996

INVITATION
à une conférence et à un dîner-bénéfice 

à l'hôtel Westin

le jeudi 28 novembre 1996,
en présence de

Dr. Federico Mayor 
Directeur général de l'UNESCO

M. Federico Mayor, Directeur général de T UNESCO et l’un des grands penseurs du système onusien, sera de 
passage à Ottawa à la fin de novembre pour y faire une courte visite non officielle. L’Association canadienne 
pour les Nations Unies (ACNU) soulignera l’occasion en organisant une rencontre avec M. Mayor qui exposera 
alors son point de vue sur l’avenir de l’UNESCO et sur le rôle qu’elle joue dans le renouvellement et la 
réforme de l’ONU. Un peu comme cela s’est fait en novembre 1995, lors de la visite du Secrétaire général de 
l’ONU, Son Excellence Boutros Boutros-Ghali, M. Mayor prononcera d’abord un discours public, puis il 
assistera à un dîner-bénéfice offert en son honneur.

La conférence, qui s’inscrit dans le cadre de la série « Les dirigeants du monde prennent la parole » présentée 
par l’ACNU, commencera à 17 h 30, dans le Salon I du Westin. L’admission est gratuite, mais sur invitation 
seulement. M. Mayor, éminent auteur-orateur, parlera surtout de l’avenir de son organisme, qui célèbre son 
cinquantenaire en 1996, et de l’orientation que suivra le système multilatéral en général, au cours du prochain 
demi-siècle. On a dit de M. Mayor qu’il était véritablement doué d’un esprit universel : il détient un doctorat 
en pharmacologie, il compte parmi les fondateurs du Club de Rome, il a été ministre de l’Éducation et des 
Sciences en Espagne, et il a été fonctionnaire international. Ses nombreux engagements ne lui permettent pas 
de venir au Canada souvent.

Un grand dîner-bénéfice suivra immédiatement la conférence, dans les Salons II et III du Westin (arrivée à 
19 h; dîner à 19 h 30). M. Mayor parlera alors brièvement de l’UNESCO. L’ACNU a invité le Premier 
ministre et d’autres ministres fédéraux, ainsi que des sociétés commanditaires, à se joindre aux autres convives 
en cette occasion spéciale. Nous espérons que les représentants d’organismes non gouvernementaux, y compris 
ceux des milieux de l’éducation, des sciences et de la culture, ainsi que des particuliers pourront aussi être 
présents au prix spécial de 75 $ le billet.

Veuillez faire figurer cet événement dans votre calendrier et réserver vos places d’ici le 15 novembre. Prière 
d’utiliser le formulaire fourni ci-après.
________________________________________________ sk i________________________________________________

PRIÈRE D’INDIQUER VOTRE INTENTION D’ASSISTER AU DÎNER ET/OU À LA 
CONFÉRENCE EN RETOURNANT LE COUPON SUIVANT, DÛMENT REMPLI.

• J’aimerais assister à la conférence publique et au dîner-bénéfice à l’hôtel Westin, le jeudi 28 novembre
1996. Veuillez m’envoyer_____ billets, au prix spécial de 75 $ (une partie du prix fera l’objet d’un
reçu aux fins de l’impôt).

Nom:__________________________________________________________________________________
Addresse:_______________________________________________________________________________

Tél:____________________________  Télécopieur:__________________________

Je joins un chèque de___________ $ (libellé à l'ordre de l'ACNU)

Prière de débiter ma carte de crédit d e____________$
VISA:_______________________  MasterCard:______________________________

Date d'expiration:______________  Signature autorisée:________________________

• Je ne pourrai pas assister au dîner, mais j ’aimerais recevoir__________ b. llets pour la conférence de
M. Federico Mayor, à l’hôtel Westin, à 17 h 30 le 28 novembre 1996.

130 Slater, Suite 900, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6E2 •  Tel: (613) 232-5751 •  Fax: (613) 563-2455 •  Email:unac@ magi.com
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United Nations Association in Canada
130 Slater, Suite 900, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6E2 V i V

Dear Friend

"We, the peoples of the United Nations ..."

This is the opening line of the UN Charter, but it is rare for the 
people actually to be asked their opinion.

Today, we're asking you.

The United Nations Association in Canada wants to know what you think 
the most important international issues are. Your name has been suggested 
to us as someone who is interested in the state of our world, and who might 
want to participate in our Citizens1 Panel.

We've prepared the enclosed survey so that your opinion can be heard.

If there's an issue you care deeply about, now is the time to say so.

Please take a few moments to answer these questions. Add any 
additional comments you want.

UNA-Canada will analyze the responses and convey the most pressing 
concerns that are tallied to our Canadian ambassador to the UN, and to 
senior government officials responsible for our foreign policy.

There's no time to lose. Please complete and return your survey in 
the next fifteen days.

This is an unprecedented chance for you, a citizen of Canada, to make 
your views about the international situation known to those who formulate 
our policies towards the UN. UNA-Canada provides you with a direct link to 
the world's highest decision-makers.

Working through the United Nations Association, Canadians have 
pressed our government to maintain and strengthen its commitment to the 
UN's work in important areas -like disarmament, economic and social 
development, and protection of the global environment.

Canadians need to understand how international cooperation makes the 
world better for all of us. UNA-Canada's many educational projects will 
give them that information.

I think that encouraging Canadians to support the United Nations is 
the single most valuable thing you or I can do to foster international 
peace and justice. No other organization brings the same broad perspective 
to world affairs.

By participating in UNA-Canada's Citizens' Panel you can help 
strengthen Canada's role in the movement for human rights, world peace and 
greater cooperation among countries.

More than ever before, our world needs the UN.

(Over, please)



The crises in Bosnia and Rwanda, the on-going threat of global 
warming, the pollution of our air and oceans, and the continued spread of 
AIDS are all among the concerns undermining the greater global security we 
hoped would follow the end of the Cold War.

The world we have known since the UN began -- amidst the ruins of war 
in 1945 -- is passing away. New challenges confront the community of 
nations.

As a past President of UNA-Canada, Geoffrey Grenville-Wood has said,

Suggesting ways in which the UN can be reformed and transformed to 
meet this goal will be a continuing priority for the United Nations 
Association in the coming months.

We want to present a real people's agenda to world leaders. Your 
answers to the enclosed survey will help us find out what Canadians really 
hope for.

So, please, complete this survey and return it to UNA-Canada.

At the same time I urge you to make a tax-creditable contribution to 
support UNA-Canada's on-going educational activities. As a non-profit 
organization, we rely on the generosity of donors to a great extent. A 
gift of $35, $50, $100 -- or whatever you can afford -- will help 
strengthen our efforts on your behalf. Our funding is limited, but our 
work is limitless.

Remember, we need to receive your response in the next fifteen days 
so we can tabulate the findings, effectively creating a "snapshot" of 
Canadian opinion regarding the UN at a precise moment in time.

Executive Director

P.S. UNA-Canada will present your feedback to the United Nations
leadership, and your financial support will help us share your views 
and ideas with all Canadians. Donations are tax-creditable.

"A future UN must address people's issues ... a people's agenda 
... to provide all people of the world with a decent life."

Only you can make the Canadian Citizens' Panel a success.
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MS ELIZABETH MANN BORGESE 
INTERNATIONAL OCEAN INSTITUTE 
1226 LE MARCHANT STREET 
HALIFAX NS 13
B3H3P7

(V)

United Nations Association in Canada 
130 Slater, Suite 900 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6E2

9817

Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following

2.

4 .

5 .

S tro n g ly A g re e N o S o m e w h a t S tro n g ly
a g re e s o m e w h a t o p in io n d is a g re e d is a g re e

C a n a d a  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  U N  p e a c e k e e p i n g  m i s s i o n s  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld . □ □ □ □ □

C a n a d a  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  n e e d  t o  c o m m i t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  b e g u n  a t  th e  

1 9 9 2  E a r t h  S u m m i t  in  R io  d e  J a n e i r o  t o  a d d r e s s  c o m p l e x  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s ,  l ik e  

g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  a n d  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  o z o n e  la y e r .

□ □ □ □ □

C a n a d a  s h o u l d  a c t  u p o n  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  1 9 9 3  V ie n n a  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  H u m a n  

R i g h t s  a n d  th e  r e c e n t  B e i j i n g  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  W o m e n  b y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  h u m a n  r ig h t s  

r e c o r d  o f  c o u n t r i e s  w h e n  m a k i n g  f o r e i g n  a i d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  th e m .

□ □ □ □ □

T h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  w a n t  to  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v in g  w i th o u t  d o i n g  d a m a g e  

t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  in d u s t r i a l i z e d  w e s t e r n  n a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  U N  l ik e  C a n a d a .
□ □ □ □ □

C a n a d a  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  U N  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t s  

a s  in  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  A n g o l a  a n d  C a m b o d i a .

□ □ □ □ □

Please complete the following section.

1. P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w i t h  a n  " X "  w h i c h  a m o n g  th e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s

c o n c e r n s  y o u  th e  m o s t .  P l e a s e  r a t e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  i s s u e s  in  

t e r m s  o f  th e  im p o r t a n c e  y o u  g i v e  t h e m ;  1 b e in g  th e  h ig h e s t  

p r i o r i t y ,  a n d  5  b e in g  t h e  l o w e s t .

4 .  D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  U N  o f f e r s  t h e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  

r e s o l v e  g l o b a l  c o n f l i c t ?

□  Y e s  Q N o  C o m m e n t  ( i f  a n y )

g lo b a l  s e c u r i t y

in t e r n a t io n a l  c h i l d r e n s ’ i s s u e s  

g l o b a l  h e a l t h  a n d  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  

g l o b a l  m o n e t a r y  &  e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s  

h ig h  s e a s  f i s h in g  

r e f o r m  o f  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l

p e a c e k e e p i n g  

g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

r e f u g e e s  

d i s a r m a m e n t  

h u m a n  r ig h t s  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h

5 .  B r i e f ly ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  th i n k  a r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s e s  o f  th e  

U N  t o  d a t e ?

2 .  H o w  d o  y o u  r a t e  C a n a d a ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  U N ?

□  E x c e l l e n t  □ G o o d  □ F a i r  Q P o o r

3 .  D o  y o u  th i n k  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  e d u c a t e d  

a b o u t  t h e  U N  a n d  i t s  r o l e  in  i n t e r n a t io n a l  s e c u r i t y ?

6 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  is  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a i l u r e  o r  s h o r t c o m i n g  o f  

t h e  U N  t o  d a t e ?

□  Y e s  Q N o  C o m m e n t  ( i f  a n y )



7 . W h a t  d o  y o u  th i n k  is  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  t h e  U N  9 .  P l e a s e  u s e  t h i s  s p a c e  to  m a k e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t s  

t o d a y ?  a b o u t  th e  U N  a n d  C a n a d a ’s  r o le .

8 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  f e e l  w i l l  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  th e  

U N  2 0  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w ?

Thank you for participating in our survey. If you would like to support the work of UNA-Canada, 
please complete the following section and send your donation along with your completed sur
vey in the envelope provided.

Please complete your name and address below, and return entire page with your donation. Thank you!

U n i t e d  N a t io n s  A s s o c ia t io n  in  C a n a d a  

m m K u M  1 3 0  S la t e r ,  S u i t e  9 0 0 ,  O T T A W A ,  O n t a r io  K I P  6 E 2

w
N a m e  ______

A d d r e s s

City__________________________ Prov. PostaUiode

□  Yes! I want to support the United Nations 
Association in Canada. Here is my tax- 
creditable donation to UNA-Canada for:

□ $35  a $ 5 0  a s io o  a $ 2 5 0  ^ O th e r s _____

□ M y  c h e q u e  is  e n c lo s e d

□ V i s a  □ M a s t e r C a r d  Card No. ___________

Signature_____________________________________ Exp. D a te ______________

□  I w o u ld  l i k e  t o  j o i n  t h e  A m b a s s o d o r 's  C irc le  m o n t h l y  d o n a t io n  

p la n .  I 'v e  in c lu d e d  m y  c r e d i t  c a rd  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  O R  e n c lo s e d  a 

c h e q u e  m a r k e d  " v o id " ,  a n d  r e a d  a n d  c o m p le te d  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  

a t  r i g h t .

C h a r i t a b l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  # 0 2 1 9 6 0 0 2 9 .

Ambassador's Circle
Ambassador's Circle is a monthly pre-authorized donation that is convenient 
and helps reduce costs so your dollars can go further.

□  Yes, sign me up in the Ambassador's Circle!
I authorize UNA-Canada to automatically withdraw the amount indicated 
below from my bank account OR credit card on the first day of each month: 
n s i o  n $ i 5  a s 2 0  n $ 3 0  m o th e r  ($_ _ _ _ )
Bank Account

B o n k ________________________________________________ Branch __________________________________________

Account #  __________________________________________  Account T y p e _____________________________ __

Credit Card

“ IViso ilM a s te rC a rd  Card N o .  ___________________________________ Exp. Date  

Signature ___________________________________________  D o t e __________________________________________

If withdrawing from a chequing account, please include a cheque marked 
"void" along with this completed form.

You may cancel or change your donation at any time by notifying UNA- 
Canada in writing. You w ill receive a receipt for your total donation at the 
end of the calendar year.
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L'Association canadienne pour Ces Nations Unies

Monsieur L. Yves Fortier, C.C., C.R.
(ancien ambassadeur du Canada auprès des Nations Unies) 

et madame Fortier

vous prient de leur faire (’honneur ¿'assister a une 

SOIRÉE GALA
“Montréal au coeur de Venvironnement international"

en (’honneur de

Son E xedence monsieur K (aus Töpfer 
Sous-secrétaire générai de ('Organisation des Nations Unies, 

Directeur-exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour 
(’environnement, Directeur-executif de (’Habitat

En présence de (’Honorable Christine Stewart 
Ministre de P Environnement Canada

Le mardi dix-sept novembre 
Mille neuf cent quatre-vingt-dix-huit 

Au Windsor 
Montreaf

KSVP
Avant (e 7 novembre

Tenue de soirée 
lcS h 3 0  réception 
19 h 3 0  diner dansant

The United Nations Association in Canada

Mr. L. Yves bonier, C.C., Q.C.
(Former Ambassador of Canada to the United Nations) 

and Mrs. Fortier

Request the honour o f your company at a 

GALA DINNER DANCE
“Montreal at the heart of the international environment"

In honour of

His Excellency Kiaus Töpfer
United  Nations Under-Secretary-Gemral, Executive-Director oj the 
United Nations Environment Programme, Executive-Director o f the 

Unitetf Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

In the presence o f The Honourabie Christine Stewart 
M inister of Environment Canada

Tuesday, November Seventeenth 
Nineteen hundred and ninety-eight 

at Le Windsor 
Montreal

Before Novem.be/7th

> " E / r

Black Tie
6 :30 p.m. Reception 
7 :30 p.m. Dinner Dance


