
May 1, 1 980 

Dear Mr , Raddall , 

We are trro student s of Sackville High School 
in Hal i fo ... '\': County . During the co urse of our last 
y ear in High School we h ave been assigned an oral 
report on a topic in Canadian Literatu~e class . 
i/e h ave chosen your \' 'O rks a s our topic . 

To narrow it dovin we decided to concentrate 
on the romantic aspe ct of your novels , Roe;er 
Sudden I His Majesty ' s Yanke es , and Pride ' s Fancy~ 
We rrould dearly apnreciate any information you 
would c ,,re t o s upnly that woul d be apnli cable to 
our touic , .Fbr instance- rm.at traits do you auto -
matically install in your characters . 

Vie both read your books and enjoyed them 
i t:!Illensely , I t is an interestine way to pick up 
the facts you miss in Hi story class , 

I t rrould be greatly appreciated i f any repl y 
could be forwarded to s 

Lorna J , Ells,7orth 
42 Langevin Drive 
Lo wer Sac':vil le 
Nova Scotia 
B4C 1P6 

Sincerely yours , 
.;I~/ 

7L /du...L cl_, 

Lorna J , Ellsworth 
Uarion Auld 



P.O.Box 459 BOT lKO 

Misi:::: Lorna J . -11~ . .,orth , 
42 I.anP-""vi n Dt'i vq. 
LowPr Snckvillp,N. S . 

Dear iti ~s T.- J l':'WO'!"'th (and Mi ~$ Av.ld) 1 

May 11, 1980 

Tl'lar,l: you for your enquiry 
about my first three histo~ical novels . I d id not "autmmatically 
instill" any tr-di ts into niy charac~ €-rG . J don •~ wri tt' that way. 
Rather , I sti d ied th,~ scrinq, t 11r? ";imA, and thf' event or events , 
and then bull t my characters partly e r c vnsiderably :'rom a c tual 
people involved in thosg events . 

I n thP, cas 0 of "His M:\j'3sty ' s Yank~~s", my ~c,..ni:o w11s Nova Scot ia 
at thE" timP of thP AmPrican Revulution , when about two-thirds of 
the people i n Nova Scot i a were settlers from Iiew 5ngland and 
their sons and dau~ht~r~ -- the Nova Scot i a Ys nkees. All had clasp 
family ties and tradin~ connections with the people of New En~l and , 
the hotbPd of revolution, and so they wFre suspf'-cted of treason 
and persAcuted by the British Governor at Halifax. On the other 

hand , bPcaus~ they soupht to b 0 nPutm) in thP war, the i r ships 
were seizqd and s~veral of th~ir towns and villages we~e attacked 
and p i).lap.·Ftd b~{ Amqri can private~rs . ~VPntually they had to take 
a stand in their own def~nce a~ainst the American privateers.This 
painful decision placPd th@m on the Ki n~ •s s i de. I set out to 
tell all this in a novel , faithfully based on the hi storical facts . 
The "Matthew Stranl!'" of my st.cry was drawn f'='om Capta in Sylva.nus 
Cobb of Gorham ' s RanJrers , who brou~ht the f irst lar~P. group of 
Yankee settlers to Liverpool N. S. in 1760 . For the purpose of my 
theme l rave him three s ons , with tU! separat& and various parts 
to ])lay-r- real- life drama of Nova Scoti a between 1775 and 178C . 

'"' '"£ 
I n 11 Pride ' s Fancy" I set forth typical adventures of the privateers 
who sailed out of Liverpool to the Cari bbean Sea durin~ the Nap-
oleonic Wars. The character of "Amos Pride" I drew from Enos Collins, 
a native of LivArpool who rr.a.de a hus;e fortune in privateerin,:; 
and ken~ral shipping and tradi ng duri ng those wars . His bank buil-
di)1§', and the adjacent "Privateers" Wharf , s till s tand today as 
part of Historic Propert ies on the Halifax waterfront. For th~ 
purpose of my story I gave h i m an adopted son who became captain 
of one of his privateers , 

In"Roger Sudden" I wrote about t hA foundation of Halifax as a 
rival fortress to LouisbourF , and the ensuing struggle which would 
dtstroy one or the other. "Rop:er Sudden" hi mself was drawn from 
Mi chael Francklin , a youn~ En~lishman who came to Hali fax with 
a little money and started a ~rop:shop, From that he went on to 



peneral tra.dinp- in the province . in the course of which he was 
captured by Indians and learnod their lanau~p:'! , '.Y~ich :proved use-
ful in his subsequPnt ~ff~irs. 

Even-+;ually rrc1ncklin became l..ieutenant-p-riveiirnor- of Nova Scotiar 
but for thr> purposn of r.iy str>r:'/, which was to involved the {iJJJge 
and destruct ion of Louisbourg , I tumed "Roger" to a differ~nt 
cours £' and a very d if'fArent P.nd. 

I hope thi s will be of 11cie to ~/OU in ::our ~chool project . 

\'Ii th roy bPst Wi!;'hee , 

Thomas H. Raddall 
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