
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Mr . Thomas R. Raddall 
c/o Doubleday & Co. , Inc. 
Garden City, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

1213 K STREET, NORTH WEST 

WASHINGTON 5, 0. C . 

28 January 1961 

I have been reading,'.!!!!~~, and at the half-way point I cannot 
forebear sending you a word of appreciation. You eee, I was a great friend of the 
late Lawrence S. M&yo, and am no7Self the author of Lake Wentworth (1956) , and have 
followed "Johnnie" both to Wentworth Woodhouse and toliaTirai:"'I am filled with ad-
miration for your styl e of writing , for your gift, your accurate and felicitous gift , 
of l;'end.ering the times and the places and the people. If you coul d spare the time, I 
should like to a.sk you a great many questions. My first would be , how in the world 
did you lea.rn so much about "Smith ' s Pond"? Whatever your documentation may have 
been, I am sure you must have visited Wolfeboro. 

There a.re three immediate favors I should like to offer the author of so 
excellent a book. First, I can nake a.V&ila.ble to your publisher a list of all the 
summer campers on Lake Wentworth, and they should all be your readers - more than 
250 of them. Secondly, I can give you a good dea.l of infonna.tion, eome of it not to 
be found in print, a.bout the roads and buildings connected with the Governor. And 
thirdly, whenever I am at my ca.mp on Turtle Island - in &1 ternate yea.rs - you 
would be a. most welcome guest. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Dr . ) Walter P. Bowman 



Dr. " alter P. DCMll!ltl , 
The American Univero1+..y • 
1213 E ~troet , J;ortbwest , 

osb1ngt.on 5 , D. C. 

Febroory 8 , 1961 

I'm clad yw are enjoying DIY book , and it was 
veey good of yru to write and toll "" so. \.'::!en tba novel appeared 
in t!ie booko:1ops last :;eptc;wer it was eimctly three years atter 
I went to ::ew linL'7pe:ure to bo(;in the rosoarch. 

Actually I hM eme upon the story of John :md Fr,m,,.,s wile r::aldn(l 
reoearch in 19!-7-'£ for a hiotory of P.allfwc,i! , S. Their cBrGer in 
rova Scot.ia wns n lively ooe and: 1 wan curious to lo.lrn the earlier 
part, for they seeced i:oo:J cotorial for a biograpb1c.ol novel. ~°"-
ever, other vork 1nterv9!V>d, mx1 it \:as ten yso.ro before I was able 
to turn to 7..10 Govornor•o UJd;y. 

"y visit to t:.,., '·:m:pshire was most interesting and fortunate . "iss 
:Orotny Vaughan, cldef' librarian in Portsoouth, had boon the chief 
conoult.o.nt of' Jr'1 old f'rie?Xl 11:ennet!l f.oberts in mottorc pertaining 
to ~ew !!ru:,ps:1ire history: and when I appeared with rr:y notion of a 
book about the ,:entworths she WAS very kind and helpful. I made 
my headquarters in a hotel near t!le l1brary. where I went every 
corning; and afternoon. t:1sa Vau...,~ provided i::e with n desk and 
typewriter , mx1 delved into the library stock for every book Q.00 
document that bad to do wit.~ the lives and t.i!oos al' Johnnie and 
Fon."ll.e . T!l".JS I W!l able to study everything ava!lnble , and to make 
extensive typewritten notes for future reference . Also I wns able 
to aecure for qysel.f a. copy of Lawrance t'ilyo ' s flJohn \!;entworth• , 
o copy of your "Lake 1.:entworth", and later oo. the t hroe-volu:r.e 
.. ·entworth genealO!l:'J . 

!'i.os Vaui;:ban provide:l me with a mp of Port91Xllth in the ! Bth 
century, ca;,pilad by herself with the aid of a .looa1 artist , sho\linc 
the locaticll of all t he important housoo • taverns. storoa mxi wharves . 
To Stipple!.cnt. thl.D I secured rodcrn mops al' t.>,e toun, al' t he otate , 
and charts al' t,w wnole Pi.scat.aqua estuary. 

?o ouppl.Er...ent ey librnry studies . ! _ias Va~ took c:e on toors , 
by ccr and afoot , to see boosea (includin(; t~.e Governor's) that 
ore still in existence, t.."1o old burial CJ'OUildS of C:.Ueen • e Chapel 
and Point of' Grc.vos, the sito or the Atkinsoo hQUse and or "Pudcll.e 
!)ock" • "·o also made expedit ia"lS to the old fort 011 r.ewcast.lc 
Ioland and to Governor ilenninc '• house nt Little ::arbor . At her 
ho::e is3 Vo.uz:um showed r.:e her owil cxcellont collection of ph.oto-
copies or port.mi.ts , oo tho.t I was able to ctudy- many of the lil8n 
and wor..cn of t.hc peri.o:l f::mo-to-face . 
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•.-'it'1 r:r:; jfortsmart.b researches ccr.ipleted. I went to l-'olfeboroueh • 
.:o,.., oenin I """ fortumte in cocti.nu pooplc ""Ger to be of help. 
I was able t.o explore the s1.te or \?entioJorth House , the •Rye Field" 
anc: o,cll of the lake o!lore ; and ( in an old Dodge truck) I wa., 
taken <Ncr parts or the old G<Nernor I a P.oo.d and the Col.lei• F.oad 
which stilJ. exist as backwcxxls tracks . In the san:e wiry l was able 
to o:r:,loro n goo:! dEllll of tho shore of 1:1.nnipooaukee. To get the 
authcmtic •feel• of a pl.ace there is no substitt.-te for actually 
going aver the £?"0Ulld; it not only makes th- dOC\lll:cnts coc;prehen-
sible but it b~• them to life . 

An:iod vi.th all tbis, I returnod to :lo,ra Scot1.a and spent thnt vl.nter 
in :irdont study. !"eanwhi.le, through corrospa,dence , I had located 
in Encl:md two collsctiais of Frances ' cntworth ' s letters. written 
to the E'.ock1nch:::l.cs mid Fitz: Uli.oJ!ls ovor a period of ur:i.ny years, 
bezinning 1n !;ew Hncpsh1re and 1n r:au.rax. (Jcbn 1s am 
papers, a eolloctioo., repose 1,.., the rchives at I:aJ.if'ax. ) 

In the oprin{; or 1.53 I went to -1and and co,erod the croond of 
t!,e ,.,ntwortbs ' wondori.nus dur~ tho period of exile - all the 
=Y froc Poland 5treat, Soho, to Jruasels :mJ the ArdemleG . 

I bc;;o.n to write the bool: that suo:,,r, oo soon es I returned. 
I decided to en:! it vi.th the trim:pbmlt return cC John as the 
nevly apr..ointed Governor of ~:ova Scotio. . (7ho root of their lives 
woo really an o.nticllllnx, after tho long struggle that voot before. 
J olm soco rela,.'J68d into a goody autocrat, i;raopi.nz for roaey in 
nll directions to finonce F-nm.e•a e:,,.-traw.cances, and 1n 1800 
the 3rit1sh Ooverment was gl.ad to cot rid of hil:l . ) 

batever t.'1e merits or faulto of J:IY awn bool:, t!le intrinsic story 
of Jdm ood Fronce• 1:entvortb is ooe of the 1Xl6t renarkable 
ra:mx:oo that ever orooe in Al:criea - and not losst Famie ' s 
rise !'rem a dm::ure PortslllOUth housewife to " baroneso and J.ad;y-
in--waiting to the 1.,.ueen. Sano reviewors ha.ve O.Jserved that the 
bock 1s c.a r.:uch or gore t!le story or John thiln or Frances; but 
th'1t vno to be expectod. It ''"" i,,pos:Jible to write ono vl.thout 
the other. F'ann1e W:J o. colon1al Deeley Sbm'p, or cour!.8 . John 
wao far the roore adcirllolo figure. ond the story of his rioe, 
dccllno and fall 1s ossent,1.ally a eolaninl trn.iedy. 

I ohall keop in ml.n.J your Y<ry kind invitation to visit you oo 
Turtle Iolond when I cet a cha.nee - a:ol when you a.re in residence . 
I rmc:iber vividly the beauty of the loko and islm>ds and the 
su.rroorxiincr hil.ln • .ind the k1ndncss of overycrie I met . 

Sinceroly , 
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