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I recently published a book review in £QUIN£ BEHAVIOR of Barba ra J. 
Chr istie's book, The Ho r ses of Sable I sland . I mentioned in the review 
your experiences with the :-,jable Island pony roundups as detailed IN MY 
TIM£ and your nave l, TH£ NYMPH ANU TH£ LAMP. 

Mrs . Ch ristie has written me to say that your desc ri p tions a re not 
typical and that the ponies would be starved only 11 2 or 3 days" rather 
than your report of two weeks . And that if it did happen in your time, 
this would be an isolated incident due to the change in personne l 11who 
were probab ly not familiar w ith the needs of horses ." Mrs. Cfiristie studied 
dia ri es and letters dated up to about 6 years before your a rrival on Sab le. 

I wo ul d very much like your comment on Mrs . Christie's observations. 
It has been my experi~nce that the worst pr::i.ctices pers ist in animal handling--
wit ne ss the BLM round-ups in the Weste rn states, or the centuries-old round-
up traditions of horses in Germany which resemble those of Sab le Island as 

descri ber:I by yourself• 

I enc lose a SASE for your conven i e nce., 
Yours for the horses, 



Dr. Sharon F . Gr~p-i er , 
UnivArsity of PFI , 
Charl ottetown , Canada . 

April 29 , 1982 

In rP.ply to your Pnquiry about thA shi pment of 
hors~s from SaOle Island in 1921 , and Barbara Christie ' s comments . 

UnliK~ ilrrs. GhrhttiP I ciid spnnd a whole ypar amonp- thP wild horsP.s 
on Sable :island, and I kPpt a ca,rpful diary . Thus , af'tPr all the 
timP ponP by , I don ' t dPpend on random lP.ttP.rs and rAmarks of ot her 
people for my informat i on . APart from my diary , in thP c ollPct i on 
of my papP.re in Dalhousie Univ~rsity 1,ibrary (availablP to anyonA) 
there are photoPmphs ~howin" , qtap by stP.p , thP whol a brut a l pro-
ces8 of PPttinP' ,;he cap1:urPrl horses fr·om thP corral to th"!' ship , 
e xact!~, as I dP.scrib~d 'them in my b ooks . 

Tha horses ware without food , not me t"ely for Mrs . Chri st i e ' s 
s upposi tious " 2 or J days" but for about two WP-F>ks , as my d i ary 
attests . One of thP phot os shows a younP man (mys~lf) hold i nP a 
handful of coarse dry rnarram p:rass over the corral fence , and one 
of those starved cr~a,:;ure-s eae-i=-rly reachi rw to Pat it out of my 
hand . NPPd I add that when they were free on thP dunes you couldn ' t 
Fet \·rltlnin a hundre-d yards of 'them 't . (I ' m told that nowadays the 
horsPs arP quite tame , fora.gi n~ about the houses for potato p Pels 
and other delicious rubbish.) 

The lonp and hun1rry d@lay in the corral i:i 19Zl was caused ty roup:h 
weathPr , whi ch madf> it i mposs i ble to b i nd and. loaa the ani mal s 
into surf- boa~s and then ppt thqm into a shi p lying a mile off-
shore . IndP.ed much of this time thf' ship lay in harbour on the 
mainland , a,·raitinv a rnPsSaFe that the beach condit i oni=: wPre work-
able. As an operator in the wireless station I saw all of thP mPss -
ageR which passed between th~ island , the shi p , and the D1=rpartment 
of Marin"' and Fi ~heriPs of'ficP in Hal i fax , bPvinnirw with a Depart -
ment ordPr in latP Octob~r to round up fifty horsPs for shipment , 
and endintr with an island mP-ssaee on Nov . 11th stat i ng that 41 had 
been shipped but owinp to r1sin~ surf the rest had been left on the 
beach. 

I nevpr blamed th~ islan~ men for thP harsh methods . They were p iven 
a job to d o and they did it , i n the only way they knew . And since 
it 1'!M th.:':! only way they knew , evolved over many years of exper-
ience with horses , boats and weather , I doubt if what I saw and 
n oted in 1921 was an is olated incident , as l',lrs . Chri st i e declares . 

Sincerely , 

Thomas H, Raddall 



EQUINE BEHAVIOUR 
Chairman, Hon, Mrs. Moyra Williams 

Leyland Farm 
Gawcott 
BUCKINGHAM. 
England 

Dear Mr Ra dda l l , 

North American 
Editor 

Dr Sharon .E. Crcaier 
UnivenitY of P.E.I. 

Charlottetown, Canada 
C1A41!3 

5 May 1982 

STUDY CIRCLE 
Sccrcurv: Mrs. G.C. Hemsworth 

· 9 Rostheme Avenue 
Lawton St. Lukes 
WARRINGTON, WA3 2QD 
Cheshire, England 

Tha nks so much for your l etter of 29 Apr i l commenting on Mr s 
Chr i stie ' s observations re : penn i n g and removal of horses from Sable 
Island in your day. I sure did appreciate the f act that you don ' t 
mince words and wi l l treasure your letter . 

Your collection of papers at Dalhous i e wou l d be well worth a l ong 
t ook and if thing s ever get back fo abnorma l at my desk , I would hope to 
go there a n d treat myself to the mo 

f ' m enc losing copies of my review of her book with mention of your 
work . As you can see 1 I did not ba ck down and s tuck to my guns, including 
the use of the horses as meat - - their ultim:tte end , sure l y, whatever they 
were origi nally shipped for . 

Wh il e at the University of Edinburgh last spr i ng (, a1) I met a 
Nova Scotia girl , Prof Trudy McKay of Genet i cs , who has spent some of 
t he ~.-orst months, November , January and possibly some summe r mos . on S . I. 
She r eally liked it , /esp i te no bath , no shelte r (other than tents) for 
the researchers . a horseworron ,S~joyed the S . t . ponies enormously, 
photographing them in poses th::i t Dan We lsh seems t~ ;;;s~_(th~S:..;_ e ... tc~ 
for one -- formerly thought only done by foals) . tJ- . ,.,R I'~ --ncJ, ~ 

.sA~eerr 



- :--- £pc1,1/£ 80,1,wo_k_ ,#8 
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BOOK REVIEW E'/mt,f!l, tJ,UT ) 

our North American/Canadian editor and co-ordinator, Dr. Sharon Cregier of 
the University of Prince Edward Island, Charlott~tovn, Prince Edvard Island, 
Canad& ct! 4P3, has sent ua the following book review:-

Bar:;bara .J. Christi•'•, If11. 
Horses of Sable Island (1980: 
Ha lifax, Petheric Press), is an 
oxce l lent portrayal of the pol-
itics, history and genotyp• of 
the Sable hland po.ny. Born in 

,""'ussex, England, Mrs -Chri.9ti• 
comb ines ,.,.,. wida-ranging exper-
i enc• with horses, and her work 
as a Ra.search A.s.sociate of the 
Nova Scotia Museum, to present 
the moat original, {n.:..depth study 
of the history of the Sable hland 
horse s that has yet been done. 

Colonial Office papers, diari••• 
Letters, an_d the author's cor-
respondence with equine .spe-cial-
i.sts and librarie.s spanning th• .. 
gh•b• have b••n integrat.d into 
thi.s .study. A complete bibliog-
raphy of h•r .$ourc•• would fi tt 
many pages. 
Th• Sabte I.stand horses' orig in• 
appear to b• as wide-ranging as 
th• .study's .sourc11ps. The author 
cirgue.s that the root stock of th• 
/stand horses i• of the Norman-
Bre ton type, and not--as pOpular-
ty s upposa d--of Spanish origin. 

Atthough Hr• Chri.stia 1 .s work warn• 
again.st further oil exploration off 
Sable Island, i't should be noted that 
the oil c ompan ies have a far better 
record of pr-eserving th• poni••' en-
vironment than do,u the povinciat or 
national governments. An important 
exception was th• ci.ctio·n taken by the 
Diefenbaker Federal adminirtrc.tCon to 
protect the ponies from conmer-ciat 
exploitation. 

Sabt• I.stand horses remain an (nvalu-
abt• re.source to workers in ecolog{ca( 
and •tholog(cat .studies. UnLik• modern 
IIIO.naged feral herd.s, such Cs th• North 
American west 'o.r in herds of the Chin-
coteague I.stand, off the coast of Hary-
land, Sab.t• I.stand horse• retain a futl 
behavi~ral di splay. Sabte l°.stand 
horses are not denied the fuLl••t rtUtfJ• 
of herd and fami Ly life. 

Th• author corr-ectty points out that 
bringing ponies to the ma.inland to 
p,....s•rv• th• brtted wi L l not pre.serve l t 
a.s it i • now known. Where efforts have 
been made with other herds in this d(,...o-
tion, conformational defects, behav{or, 
and breeding patterns change for be wor.se 
in the "civilised" environment. 

The book touches on th• abhorrent Thia 93 page book, avai labl• through 
prac tices of the Sable I.stand round- J.A..A.Lten (.J'..t/-tJO ) (n the U.K. 
upa, wh en the animal.s were shipped and aity boo.k.s•l ler in North A.moriea• 
to tha• ·mainland for mea t, a.s po·lo- . i.s a mu.st on the Li.st of any .student, 
ponie.s, a.s itt-used c:arter.s' drudge•': legislcttor, historian, breeder or equln• 
and, mo re rarely, a.s char(.shed com- behaviorist. It i.s a cogent reminder 
pa.nion.s. More detailed description.s that to protect nature reserve• i• a 
of the .starvation running into two hu:na.n obligation. Not only do•• such 
""••ks to deli berately debi litat e th• protection benfrfit futur• generatioru, 
hor.se.s, choking, dragging, and flog- it i.s at.so a way, 11 in a rather. fait h -
ging of the ponies ar• available in le.s.s agen, to give Hthanks for thi.a 
Canadian historian Thomo..s Radde tl'.s wor ld's trea.sure.s." 
autobiography, IN MY TIME, and hi.s 
nove l, TH£ NYMPH " ANO TH£ LAMP. Rad-
dell wc.s told by governmen t .source• 
that his rOund-up de.scriptiOn.s were 
n1,{ghly exaggerated." But Radde Ll'.s 
own experi enc• of th• _round-ups, and 
the pho·to.s he ha.s, are a more authen-
tic ver.sion of the ''whole wretched 
bu.sine.s.s" than gover',,m8n t deniat.s. 

(Purcha.sers .shd. note that the book waa 
not fut ty adi ted b9for• going to pres a. 
Many typos remain and .some name s ore 
mi.s-.speLled: Da.phn• Machin Goodall; 
Bo4/tei lier; and on P• SO, th• dot • 1 S'l.34 
shd. be changed to 1834). 
• ultimately as meat, 



FROM THE HORSE'S ~cS~TH -- ' £.u-,." t N v ct-
• /C' / ?1- / ,h,t 

, P1efenbaker helped to pr~serve 
1 legacy of, ~able island ponies -, 

by SHARON CREGIER Canadian _wild 1lorse soci• Sable Island ponies" dried 
Canada's postal stamp ,. ety,· his.., real .concern and in a trice and no more was 

JOnouring John G. Diefen- authority1lelped to ensure heard from th(:m.~ 
baker was issued in June that wild '"horses in Cana- With the assurance in 
,of 1980. The deep blue · da's west would be protec- 1961 of the prime minis-... 
field and simple profile in ted against harassment ter's offiCC that it would 

' white provides a fitting and slaughter. ., · now be an offence , to 
1 commemorat ive of a man Responding to a 1960 interfe're with the 'Sable 
impressive in political a~d plea from the Nova Scotia 1s1find horses, they were 
personal stature. In 1956 society for t!Je prevention given a head-start to safety 
Diefenbaker became Cana- of cruelty fo animals, when oil exploration found 
da ' s first Cohserva·tive prime minister Diefenba.k- traces of black gold be-
prime minis~er since 1935. ~r qu!ck:1! 'a~thorized an peat!\.. the. 25-mile lo,ng.' 

True to hlS past reputa- mveshgafton mto plans by one-mile wide Sable Island 
t ion for defen4ing the de- - the federal ilepartment of , sands in 1967. Fortunate-
fenceless-whetherwork- agriculture to remove the ly, "No~a Scotia and Mobil . 

1 ing man or Indian .- as a famous wil~ Sable Island Oil worked out guidelines 
young lawyer, Diefenb,!ker horses. h 't'f 1.oon, estab- for the preServation of =~ ~:i::e:i:::e~-~~t~ !~::~!js .. :::~;~:~e:; ::n;~i~al life on1 i, 
of all _people~ under the onl~aneasle~_bo~d~- , On~ of __ the .. most. thor- c) 
Canadian flag. - er . mterested ID peddhng ough studies of the horses ,\ 

Among the lesser their flesh. _ was cofu__pleted in 1972 by .._ \t' \,-
known, but no less ·impor- Removal of the animals Daniel' A. Welsh, then \'( 
tant, of DiefenOaker's ac- - unused to handling ~ profeSsor ·or bioto'gy at t.iJ 

· complishments aslmmani- fo'r _any r~~ !_l w_ould also Dalhousie university. \y 
tarian and politician, 'was b~ fraught with danger. While no-one will probably -~ l \Q 
his championing 9f wild The long, shallow ap- ever niow preCisely how ,, . 0;-\ 
life . As patron of the proaches to Sabi~ Island- the llorses arrived on the \,.Y 

the-Grave&'ir:d .cif the At-.t island to ,_mainta1n- th~ () \:, 
!antic - 100 miles oil selve,sYfor 4~~ea~ , I \,,,}, \Y 
Nova Scoti~-'s Atla;tic. Wl;)sh's \YO~k pablishe t~f 
roast, required barge-like that the hor~ appear to ~ -
oonveyances and offered b related to a strain of \l I 

., no security to hot"'Ses in h rses found only in Spain, --J, 
transport. 11 - Iico .. and the Ukraine. 

no~Je!t2~:1ciduez~:~ ~a~ab1::th:;~ 
~ af~n. with bay the ~ost _..,,._U 

1 , ..,~ ommbn colour . . Forty &WI" -, 
e 1famil_y herds on the island ro. °'r. 
to supervisioii y umane " Were supplemel1ted by B ,,- {i\ 0.1 

1afftCers of' the Jfilmals' severaJ herds of bachelors. ,SJ.,, .J{ -;.v-\ 
r e moval. The tr~ders' During his study, Welsh o' 0i U 

,,.copious clocodile t'ellrs noted thit the numbers of (YI \ J 
r about ·•re~ ing starving .. ~o:;~s :::::n r2e~ti':!~ r0 \JJ. t / 

; 300. 1t ;, a mystery as to] /.".:. ,~ uQg}' 
how the ammals manage L vv- c) A I ...->r 

• to do (h;, but ,t ' takes no ..,I' j -., c0-\ 
r hard thinking to reahze (_J) U f,_ \\ 

~~e:isot::Sti~~~;!~ 8 v-
fined herds. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
the Canadian wild horse 
society, humane societies 

[ ;~i:::1n!~::;:~1;n;:i~ 
er, the feisty. hardy myste-
ry horses remain free to 
live their wild life, provid-
ing a source of study. 

·inc;nlr,ohnn ,..,,4 1;V1..,,.1,.,...,~ 
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