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MS-10-1 Roscoe Alfred Fillmore fonds

Summary information

Repository: Dalhousie University Archives

Title: Roscoe Alfred Fillmore fonds

Reference code: MS-10-1

Date: 1909 - 1970 (date of creation)

Language: English

Language: Russian

Physical description: 48 cm of textual records (3 boxes)

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Roscoe Fillmore was an horticulturalist, author and political activist. He was a principle organizer for the
Socialist Party of Canada in the Maritimes before World War One and joined the Communist Party of
Canada in the early 1920s. Born in Lumsden, New Brunswick, on 10 July 1887, in 1923 he spent time
at an experimental farm in Kuzas, Siberia, working as an horticultural expert. He was president of the
New Brunswick Fruit Growers' Association before losing his job as a large orchard manager in 1924 and
moving his family (wife, Margaret, and children, Dick, Ruth, Rosa and Alexandra) to Centreville, Nova
Scotia. He built a house and a nursery, and in 1938 became Head Gardener for the Dominion Atlantic
Railway, where he was also responsible for gardening at the Grand Pré Memorial Park.
Fillmore was politically active in Centreville and a strong supporter of socialist causes. He wrote
numerous political articles for magazines and, with Charles MacDonald, Frank Parry and Jim Sim, he
helped to form the Centreville Socialists, a small group that met on Sundays at Sim's residence to discuss
politics and government. When the Communist Party of Canada was banned in 1940, Fillmore helped
refound the party as the Labour-Progressive Party of Canada. In the 1945 federal election he ran as the
Farmer-Labour Candidate in the Digby-Annapolis-Kings riding. He received 362 (1.4%) of the 25,944
votes cast. The Centreville Socialists met regularly until 1951 when Jim Sim died.
After the Centreville Socialists broke up, Fillmore and Parry focused on developing Valley Nurseries.
Fillmore developed new plant varieties suitable for Nova Scotia's climate. He also published four books
on gardening, which were written without the obscure terminology found in many contemporaneous
gardening books, and he became a popular speaker on radio and across Canada under the nickname "Mr.
Green Thumbs." Fillmore renounced the Labour-Progressive Party of Canada in the 1950s, but continued
to remain politically active until his death in 1968. Since 1978, semi-annual picnics have been held in his
honour.
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Custodial history

Material was created and accumulated by the Fillmore family and donated to Dalhousie University
Archives in 1977 (Accession 1977-052).

Scope and content

Fonds consists of fiction, non-fiction and poetry manuscripts, one notebook, leaflets and periodicals,
newspaper clippings, and a hardcover copy of The Growing Question, a gardening book published by
Fillmore in 1957. Materials relate to Fillmore's interests in horticulture and political activism.

Notes

Title notes

Restrictions on access

There are no access restrictions on these materials. All materials are open for research.

Conditions governing use

Materials do not circulate and must be used in the Archives and Special Collections Reading Room.
Materials may be under copyright. Contact departmental staff for guidance on reproduction.

Accruals

Further accruals are not expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Level of detail: Full
• Status description: Final

Access points

• Canadian Workers Party.
• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Clippings (documentary form)
• Correspondence (documentary form)
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• Periodicals (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Communism (subject)
• Horticulture--Canada (subject)
• Personal archives (subject)
• Political activists--Canada (subject)
• Socialism--Canada (subject)
• Poetry (subject)
• Centreville (N.S.) (place)

Bibliography

Fillmore, Nicholas. "Maritime Radical: The Life and Times of Roscoe Fillmore." Toronto: Between the
Lines, 1992. Fillmore, Roscoe. "The Growing Question." Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1957.

Collection holdings

Series: Clippings, leaflets, and periodicals

Title: Clippings, leaflets, and periodicals

Date: [ca. 1910]-1969 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains various newspaper clippings, leaflets, pamphlets, and periodicals collected by
Fillmore. Materials generally involve socialism, communism, political activism, and international
affairs.

Physical description: 15 cm of textual records (12 folders)

Publication status:

Published

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 10 - The Canadian far eastern newsletter

Title: The Canadian far eastern newsletter

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 10

Date: 1948-1969 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1.5 cm of textual records
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Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 28 - Constitution of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics + life of Jack London / by H.M. Tichenor

Title: Constitution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics + life of Jack London / by H.M.
Tichenor

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 28

Date: [ca. 1920s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 30 - International Peace Garden pamphlets

Title: International Peace Garden pamphlets

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 30

Date: 1947-1955 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.25 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:
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• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folders 1-5 - Newspaper clippings

Title: Newspaper clippings

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folders 1-5

Date: [ca. 1920s] - [ca. 1960s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 9 cm of textual records (5 folders)

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 2 - Peace letter : a service of information for active
peace workers, the public, and the press, by the Canadian Peace Congress

Title: Peace letter : a service of information for active peace workers, the public, and the press, by the
Canadian Peace Congress

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 2

Date: November, 1967 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 3 - Political pamphlets and leaflets

Title: Political pamphlets and leaflets

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 3

Date: [ca. 1910] - 1964 (date of creation)
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Physical description: 8 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 29 - The southern patriot (vol. 10, no. 1)

Title: The southern patriot (vol. 10, no. 1)

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 29

Date: January, 1952 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 1 - World newsletter (vol. 2, no. 51)

Title: World newsletter (vol. 2, no. 51)

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 1

Date: April 10, 1948 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published
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Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: Roscoe Alfred Fillmore's personal correspondence

Title: Roscoe Alfred Fillmore's personal correspondence

Date: 1909-1968 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series primarily consists of incoming correspondence relating to Fillmore's socialist and political
activist activities. It also contains family correspondence sent by Fillmore during his trip to the
U.S.S.R.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records (11 folders)

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 1 - Letter from Helen Christine Bennett to Roscoe
Fillmore

Title: Letter from Helen Christine Bennett to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 1

Date: March 23, 1931 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 2 - Letter from Tim Buck to Roscoe Fillmore
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Title: Letter from Tim Buck to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 2

Date: November 2, 1968 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 3 - Letter from Dyson Carter to Roscoe Fillmore

Title: Letter from Dyson Carter to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 3

Date: May 11, 1958 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 4 - Letter from Howard Fast to Roscoe Fillmore

Title: Letter from Howard Fast to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 4

Date: June 9, 1952 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English
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Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 6 - Letters from Roscoe Fillmore to Margaret (Maggie)
and Ruthie Fillmore written during Roscoe's trip to Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial
Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Letters from Roscoe Fillmore to Margaret (Maggie) and Ruthie Fillmore written during
Roscoe's trip to Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 6

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1.5 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 5 - Letter from Wilfrid Gribble to Roscoe Fillmore

Title: Letter from Wilfrid Gribble to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 5

Date: October 23, 1909 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published
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Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 6 - Letters from William Dudley Haywood to Roscoe
Fillmore

Title: Letters from William Dudley Haywood to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 6

Date: 1909 (date of creation)

Physical description: 6 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 7 - Letter from Martin Luther King, Jr. to Roscoe
Fillmore

Title: Letter from Martin Luther King, Jr. to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 7

Date: August 20, 1964 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 8 - Letters from W.J. Lemon to Roscoe Fillmore
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Title: Letters from W.J. Lemon to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 8

Date: August, 1924 (date of creation)

Physical description: 5 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 9 - Resignation letter from Jack London to members of
the Socialist Party

Title: Resignation letter from Jack London to members of the Socialist Party

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 9

Date: March 7, 1916 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

File contains a copy of a resignation letter sent by Jack London to members of the Socialist Party.
The letter was written from his ranch in Glen Ellen, California and reveals his dissatisfaction with
the trends of socialism in the United States. It also announces the resignation of London's wife,
Charmian K. London.

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

English

Physical condition:

The letter is nearly torn in half. Tape has been removed from the crease.

Related material:

A copy of this letter and a similar resignation letter can be found in Box 1, Folder 25 of the Jack
London Papers (Collection No. 0187) at the University of Southern California Libraries.

Publication status:
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Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 10 - Letter from Thomas Reese to Roscoe Fillmore

Title: Letter from Thomas Reese to Roscoe Fillmore

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 10

Date: January 15, 1924 (date of creation)

Physical description: 2 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: Manuscripts of Roscoe Alfred Fillmore

Title: Manuscripts of Roscoe Alfred Fillmore

Date: 1910-1961 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of non-fiction, fiction, and poetry manuscripts and typescripts written by Roscoe
Fillmore. It also contains a published copy of The Growing Question, a gardening book published by
Fillmore in 1957.

Physical description: 27 cm of textual records (23 folders)

Publication status:

Published

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 21 - Aunt Charlotte game to call : [manuscript]

Title: Aunt Charlotte game to call : [manuscript]
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Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 21

Date: [ca. 1920s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 11 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folders 31-35; Box 3, Folders 4-7 - Autobiography :
[manuscript]

Title: Autobiography : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folders 31-35; Box 3, Folders 4-7

Physical description: 10 cm of textual records (9 folders)

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 22 - For the sake of argument man is well along toward
poisoning himself : [manuscript]

Title: For the sake of argument man is well along toward poisoning himself : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 22

Date: [ca. 1920s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 13 pages

Publication status:

Published

Access points:
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• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 8 - The growing question : answers to your gardening
problems [hardcover]

Title: The growing question : answers to your gardening problems [hardcover]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 3, Folder 8

Date: 1957 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 book

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 15 - Homecoming : [manuscript]

Title: Homecoming : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 15

Date: [ca. 1920s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 5 pages

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 7 - Neighbors : [manuscript]

Title: Neighbors : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 7

Date: [ca. 1920s] (date of creation)

Physical description: 7 pages
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Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 14 - The perfect crime : [manuscript]

Title: The perfect crime : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 14

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 9 pages

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 17 - Pinched : [manuscript]

Title: Pinched : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 17

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 9 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
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File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 19 - Poetry notebook

Title: Poetry notebook

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 19

Date: 1910 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.25 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 26 - Poems by W.L. Ross, Dale Wimbrow, Wilfred
Gribble, and an unidentified author + Christmas greeting card from James and
Mary Endicott

Title: Poems by W.L. Ross, Dale Wimbrow, Wilfred Gribble, and an unidentified author + Christmas
greeting card from James and Mary Endicott

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 26

Date: 1910-1961 (date of creation)

Physical description: 9 pages

Language of the material:

English

Related material:

A portrait of an unidentified man was removed from this folder and placed in folder 2-27.

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
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File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 23 - Scraps from untitled manuscript

Title: Scraps from untitled manuscript

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 23

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 3 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 8 - Slide door pullman : [manuscript]

Title: Slide door pullman : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 8

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 4 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 20 - Socialism : [manuscript]

Title: Socialism : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 20

Date: [191-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 10 pages

Dalhousie University Archives  Page 19



MS-10-1 Roscoe Alfred Fillmore fonds

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 18 - They get their man : [manuscript]

Title: They get their man : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 18

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 5 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 16 - Why is a blonde? : [manuscript]

Title: Why is a blonde? : [manuscript]

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 16

Date: [192-?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 5 pages

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
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Series: Personal papers of Roscoe Alfred Fillmore

Title: Personal papers of Roscoe Alfred Fillmore

Date: 1923-1958 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains miscellaneous personal papers of Roscoe Fillmore, including travel documents, a
notebook, and price lists from his nursery business.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records (4 folders)

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 24 - Canadian passport and documents from a trip to
RCAF Baden-Soellingen

Title: Canadian passport and documents from a trip to RCAF Baden-Soellingen

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 24

Date: 1958 (date of creation)

Physical description: The passport was originally contained in a brown leather case labelled
"Autopapieren."

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 9 - Fillmores' Valley Nurseries price lists

Title: Fillmores' Valley Nurseries price lists

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 1, Folder 9
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Date: 1957-1958 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.5 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 11 - Notebook kept during visit to Kuzbas Autonomous
Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Notebook kept during visit to Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 11

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.5 cm of textual records

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 25 - Visa to enter the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Title: Visa to enter the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 25

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 page

Language of the material:

Russian
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Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Series: Roscoe Alfred Fillmore's photographs

Title: Roscoe Alfred Fillmore's photographs

Date: 1923-[196?] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains photographs of Fillmore's horticultural activities and family life.

Physical description: 16 photographs (3 folders)

Publication status:

Published

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 13 - Family photographs and portraits

Title: Family photographs and portraits

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 13

Date: [192?] - [196?] (date of creation)

Physical description: 12 photographs : b&w ; 10 x 15 cm

Language of the material:

English

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)

Item: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 27 - Portrait of Tim Buck by Yousuf Karsh

Creator: Karsh, Yousuf

Title: Portrait of Tim Buck by Yousuf Karsh
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Title [statRep]: Yousuf Karsh

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 27

Date: [ca. 1950s] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Item is a publicity photograph of Tim Buck (1891-1973). Buck was the general secretary of
the Communist Party of Canada from 1929-1962. The photograph was taken by Yousuf Karsh
(1908-2002), a celebrated portrait photographer.

Physical description: 1 photograph : b&w ; 22 x 25 cm

Related material:

See MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 26 for documents originally found with this portrait.

Publication status:

Published

Rights:

Copyright is held by the Estate of Yousuf Karsh. Photograph is made available online with the
permission of the Estate of Yousuf Karsh.

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Communism (subject)

File: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12 - Photographs of workers at the Kuzbas
Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Photographs of workers at the Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 3 photographs : b&w ; 10 x 15 cm and smaller

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
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• Russia (place)

Item: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 1 - Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas
Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 1

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph : b&w ; 13 x 17.5 cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Russia (place)

Item: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 2 - Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas
Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 2

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph : b&w ; 7 x 11.5 cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Russia (place)

Item: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 3 - Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas
Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Title: Photograph of workers at the Kuzbas Autonomous Industrial Colony in Kuzbas, Russia

Reference code: MS-10-1, Box 2, Folder 12, Item 3
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MS-10-1 Roscoe Alfred Fillmore fonds

Date: 1923 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1 photograph : b&w ; 13 x 17.5 cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Russia (place)
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