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Summary information

Repository: Dalhousie University Archives

Title: Nova Scotia ballads collected by Maxwell Murdock MacOdrum

Reference code: MS-2-234, SF Box 34, Folder 2

Date: [1922?] (date of creation)

Language: English

Physical description: 3.2 cm of textual records (1 folder)

Note [generalNote]:
Preferred citation: [Identification of item], MS-2-234, Box [box
number], Folder [folder number], Dalhousie University Archives,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Murdock Maxwell MacOdrum was born in 1901 in Sydney, Nova Scotia. He graduated with his BA
from Dalhousie University in 1923, then went to McGill, where he wrote his Master's thesis on the
survival of English and Scottish popular ballads in Nova Scotia. In 1925 he participated in a teacher’s
exchange to Glasgow, where he received his DPhil. He continued his studies at Harvard and was later
appointed lecturer at the University of Kings College, Dalhousie, and at Queen’s University. In 1935 he
was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in Sydney, Nova Scotia, where he ministered for four years.
In 1944, after a stint at the Dominion Coal and Steel Company in Sydney, MacOdrum moved to Ottawa
to sell war bonds. He was recruited by Carleton College's founder and president, Henry Marshall Tory, to
be his executive assistant and eventual successor. MacOdrum became the college's president in 1947, and
within a few years had successfully lobbied the Ontario government to award the college a charter and
degree-granting powers. He died in 1955.

Custodial history

Item was donated in 1922 by Maxwell Murdock MacOdrum to Dalhousie College Library. It was
transferred to the care of the University Archives in 1975 (Acc. 1975-026)

Scope and content

Item is a bound manuscript collection of Nova Scotia ballads compiled by Maxwell Murdock MacOdrum.
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Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Maxwell Murdock MacOdrum

Restrictions on access

There are no access restrictions on these materials. All materials are open for research.

Conditions governing use

Materials do not circulate and must be used in the Archives and Special Collections Reading Room.
Materials may be under copyright. Contact departmental staff for guidance on reproduction.

Related material

Other collections of Nova Scotia ballads can be found in the following fonds at Dalhousie University
Archives: Fenwick W. Hatt (MS-2-375) and William Roy MacKenzie (MS-2-296).

Accruals

Further accruals are not expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• University of King's College (Halifax, N.S.).
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Folk songs--Nova Scotia (subject)
• Manuscripts (subject)
• Music & art (subject)
• Personal archives (subject)
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Collection holdings
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