
 Dalhousie University Archives

Finding Aid - James H. Morrison fonds (MS-2-27)

Generated by Dalhousie University Archives on December 06, 2023
Language of description: English

Dalhousie University Archives
6225 University Avenue, 5th Floor, Killam Memorial Library
Halifax
Nova Scotia
Canada
B3H 4R2
Telephone: 902-494-3615
Email: archives@dal.ca
https://dal.ca/archives
https://findingaids.library.dal.ca/james-h-morrison-fonds

mailto:Email: archives@dal.ca


James H. Morrison fonds

Table of contents

Summary information  ......................................................................................................................................  3

Administrative history / Biographical sketch  ..................................................................................................  3

Scope and content  ...........................................................................................................................................   4

Notes  ................................................................................................................................................................   4

Access points  ...................................................................................................................................................   4

Dalhousie University Archives  Page 2



MS-2-27 James H. Morrison fonds

Summary information

Repository: Dalhousie University Archives

Title: James H. Morrison fonds

Reference code: MS-2-27

Date: 1918-1979, predominant 1970-1976 (date of creation)

Language: Multiple Languages

Physical description: textual records
audio cassettes
photographs
cartographic material

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

James Morrison is an oral historian and researcher with interests in global, Southeast Asian and oral
history. He was born and raised in Truro, Nova Scotia, and received his BA and BEd degrees from Acadia
University. Between 1965 and 1969 he was enrolled in a Naval Officer Training Program, worked for
Frontier College (now called United for Literacy), and taught both English and mathematics in Ghana.
In 1969 he received a Commonwealth Scholarship from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, where he
completed his PhD in 1976 on the oral traditions of the Nigerian highlands.
He returned to Nova Scotia in 1976 to work as an oral historian and researcher with Parks Canada,
conducting an oral history of Kejimkujik National Park. In 1979 he was appointed Executive Director
of the International Education Centre at Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, where he helped to foster
the university's institutional commitment to international education. He served as Dean of Arts from
1983-1989, and later as Coordinator of the Asian Studies Program and the International Development
Studies Program.
Morrison has held visiting fellowships at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (Singapore), Hokkaido
University of Education (Japan), and Jawaharlal Nehru University (India). He was an advisor to the Black
Cultural Society for Nova Scotia and the Black Loyalist Museum, and a researcher and oral historian for
the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21. He is past president of the Japan Studies Association of
Canada, the Canadian Oral History Association, the Nova Scotian Federation of Heritage, the Royal Nova
Scotia Historical Society, and the Society for the Study of Ethnicity in Nova Scotia.
He is a former editor and current book review editor for FORUM, the Canadian Oral History Association
journal. He has written and published in areas including oral history, military history, social history,
ethnicity and adult education. In 2008 Morrison was named a Member of the Order of Canada, and in
2013 he received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for his research and contributions to the
field of oral history.
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Custodial history

Fonds acquired in three accessions (2008-026, 2011-015, and 2011-046).

Scope and content

Fonds comprises records created and collected by James Morrison primarily documenting his oral history
research of northern Nigerian communities between 1970-1976, including the Heipang, Riyom, Bachit,
Ropp, Kuru and Irrigwe peoples. Record types include field notes; research notebooks; essays; manuscript
drafts and a bound copy of Morrison's doctoral thesis; bibliographic files; correspondence; secondary
published materials and reports; cassette recordings of oral interviews, speeches, singing and music;
photographs related to the Jos Plateau; and a small number of maps.

Notes

Title notes

Finding aids

File-level inventory available. Please contact the Archives for details.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Level of detail: Full
• Status description: Final

Access points

• Multiple media (documentary form)
• Research notes (documentary form)
• Research proposals (documentary form)
• Correspondence (documentary form)
• Sound recordings (documentary form)
• Manuscripts (documentary form)
• Universities and colleges--Faculty--Research (subject)
• Faculty papers (subject)
• Oral history (subject)
• Nigeria (place)
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Collection holdings
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