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Summary information

Repository: Dalhousie University Archives

Title: Correspondence between Robert Bell and George Lawson

Reference code: MS-2-381, SF Box 40, Folder 17

Date: 1861-1889 (date of creation)

Language: English

Physical description: 14 pages (1 folder)

Note [generalNote]:
Preferred citation: [Identification of item], MS-2-381, Box [box
number], Folder [folder number], Dalhousie University Archives,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Robert Bell was a Canadian geologist, professor and civil servant, and is considered one of Canada’s
greatest exploring scientists, having named over 3000 geographical features. He was born in Toronto in
1841 to Presbyterian clergyman and amateur geologist, Reverend Andrew Bell, and Elizabeth Notman. In
1873 he married Agnes Smith, with whom he had four children.
As a teenager Bell worked as a summer assistant to Sir William Edmond Logan with the Geological
Survey of Canada; by 1859 he was heading his own survey party. He was educated at McGill University,
where he studied under John William Dawson. In 1861 he earned a civil engineering degree and the
Governor General’s Medal. He studied for a further two years at the University of Edinburgh. In 1863 he
was appointed professor of chemistry and natural sciences at Queen’s College, Kingston, but continued
summer fieldwork for the Geographical Survey. In 1867 he joined the Survey full-time, where he
remained until his retirement in 1908. He died in 1917.

Custodial history

Files donated by Dr. Robert Nicholls

Scope and content

File contains correspondence between Robert Bell and professor George Lawson, Dalhousie College,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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Notes

Title notes

Restrictions on access

There are no access restrictions on these materials. All materials are open for research.

Conditions governing use

Materials do not circulate and must be used in the Archives and Special Collections Reading Room.
Materials may be under copyright. Contact departmental staff for guidance on reproduction.

Accruals

Further accruals are not expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Lawson, George, 1827-1895 (subject)
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Correspondence (subject)
• Dalhousie University--People (subject)
• Forests and forestry (subject)
• Geology (subject)
• Personal archives (subject)
• Halifax (N.S.) (place)

Collection holdings
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