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MS-11-16 Chebucto Community Net fonds

Summary information

Repository: Dalhousie University Archives

Title: Chebucto Community Net fonds

Reference code: MS-11-16

Date: 1993 - 1996 (date of creation)

Physical description: 13 cm of textual records
7 photographs

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Chebucto Community Net is Eastern Canada's oldest running independent Internet Service Provider,
which continues to run as a non-profit, community-run ISP dedicated to providing public access to the
tools of communication. Originally called the Chebucto FreeNet, and operating on a Sparc 2 loaned by
Dalhousie University, it began operating as a text-based host in late October 1993; on 16 June 1994, the
name was changed to Chebucto Community Net (CCN).
On 7 June 2013 CNN completed the first phase of its Manors Project, a plan to provide high-speed
wireless Internet access to public-run, low-income seniors housing. Joseph Howe Manor and H.P.
MacKeen Manor were the first examples of non-profit home high-speed Internet access in Eastern Canada
and the first multi-dwelling residences in the Maritimes with full wifi access.
In addition to its wireless service, CCN provides affordable dialup Internet access and supports free,
text-based terminal Internet access. It provides low-cost or free communication tools and a home for the
websites of dozens of community groups, information resources, neighbourhood organizations and small
businesses.
Chebucto Community Net is run entirely by volunteers, including a volunteer board of directors, with the
support of community partners including Dalhousie University Department of Mathematics and Statistics;
Dalhousie Computing and Information Services; Halifax Regional Library; Nova Scotia Department of
Technology & Science Secretariat; Human Resources and Development Canada; and Industry Canada.

Custodial history

Material was donated to the University Archives by Joan Hicks on May 23, 2018 (accession 2019-041).
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MS-11-16 Chebucto Community Net fonds

Scope and content

Fonds comprises records documenting the genesis and early years of Chebucto Community Net. Record
types include meeting minutes and agendas; founding documents (i.e., draft mission statements and
terms of reference); press releases and media reports; limited financial information; business plans; and
correspondence.

Notes

Title notes

Accruals

Further accruals are possible, but not expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Textual record (documentary form)
• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Minutes (documentary form)
• Correspondence (documentary form)
• Advertisements (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Newsletters (documentary form)
• Clippings (documentary form)
• Internet service providers (subject)
• Community development (subject)
• Halifax Regional Municipality (N.S.) (place)

Series descriptions

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 1

File - Nova Scotia community networking
meeting minutes

1993 - 1994 .10 cm of textual records

Scope and content:
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MS-11-16 Chebucto Community Net fonds

File contains emailed minutes from a December 1993 joint meeting with the Cape Breton FreeNet group
linked via Network Nova Scotia set up to share the details of the status of each of their community
networks. The minutes include a contact list of attendees. File also contains minutes from four later
meetings in February and March 1994.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 2

File - Chebucto Free-net terms of reference 1994 .10 cm of textual records

Scope and content:

File contains emailed drafts of terms of reference for Chebucto Free-net and its committees, including:
Finance and Administration Committee; Development Committee; Fundraising Committee; Support
and Training Committee; Membership Committee; Technical Committee; and Information Providers
Committee.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 3

File - Minutes of the Nova Scotia
Community Networking Meeting /Halifax-
Dartmouth Area Community Access
Meeting/Metro Community Access
Network Society

1993 - 1994 1 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 4

File - Chebucto Community Network
mission statement and business strategy
notes

1993 - 1994 5 pages of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 5

File - Metro Community Network
Fundraising Development Committee
contacts list, minutes, financial plan and
statement

1994 5 pages of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 6

File - Chebucto FreeNet user agreements,
membership fee structure and email
brochure

1994 .10 cm of textual records

Scope and content:

File also contains a copy of Chebucto FreeNet Volunteer Function, outlining the mission statement,
goals, objectives and functions.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 7

File - Chebucto FreeNet Steering
Committee emails

1994 2 pages of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 8

File - Community Network Steering
Committee report on potential information
providers and customers

1993 - 1994 4 pages of textual records

Scope and content:

File includes an invoice from the Dalhousie University Department of Mathematics, Statistics and
Computer Science for start-up and three months access to the Community Network Prototype.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 9

File - Outline of volunteer positions and
needs

1993 - 1994 5 pages of textual records

Scope and content:

File includes an email with a volunteer suggestion.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 10

File - Proposals and negotiations for
partnership frameworks with Chebucto
FreeNet

1993 - 1994 .10 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 11

File - Chebucto Freenet Communications
Working Group meeting minutes and
publicity statements

1994 .5 cm of textual records
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MS-11-16 Chebucto Community Net fonds

Scope and content:

File includes a letter from the Co-Chair of the Metro Community Access Network Society to Maritime
Tel & Tel, outlining their business plan and explaining the relationship with Chebucto Freenet.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 12

File - Notes from a meeting of MetroCan
with Cape Breton Freenet

1994 5 pages of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 13

File - Emails and notes re. consultation on
an electronic highway for Nova Scotia

1994 .10 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 14

File - Information about freenets in other
provinces and countries

1993 - 1994 .5 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 15

File - Government and public advisory
council information and requests for
funding proposals

1994 .5 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 16

File - Examples of community network
policies and principles

1994 .5 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 17

File - Chebucto FreeNet publicity
brochures and press releases

1994 - 1996 1 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 18

File - Chebucto FreeNet annual general
meeting / Metro Community Access
Network Society

8 December 1994 .25 cm of textual records

Scope and content:

File includes a brief to the Standing Committee on Economic Development by the Metro Community
Access Network Society.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 19

File - Emails from David Murdoch to the
Chebucto FreeNet board members

1994 - 1996 .25 cm of textual records

Scope and content:

File includes a copy of the by-laws of the Metro Community Access Network Society and a
Memorandum of Understanding between NSTS and the Metro Community Access Network Society.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 20

File - Metro Community Access Network
Society business plan

10 February 1994 .75 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 21

File - Chebucto Community Net (CCB)
business plan draft

17 May 1996 .75 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 22

File - Newspaper and magazine clippings
about Chebucto FreeNet and other
community networks

1994 - 1995 .75 cm of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 23

File - Metro Community Access Network
Society 1995 annual general meeting
agenda

1994 - 1996 .25 cm of textual records

Scope and content:

File also includes a draft policy on commerce; balance sheets for the Metro Community Access Network
Society for 30 November 1994, 30 June 1995, 31 July 1995; and a statement of revenue and expenses for
January-August 1996.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 24

File - Metro Community Access Network
Society 1996 board members contact
information and 1995 meeting minutes

1995 - 1996 .10 cm of textual records

Scope and content:
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MS-11-16 Chebucto Community Net fonds

File also includes an agenda for a 19 March 1996 annual general meeting.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 25

File - Chebucto Community Net
membership report

9 July 1996 4 pages of textual records

Scope and content:

File also includes an undated Membership Committee Report.

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 26

File - Chebucto Community Net funding
proposal

1996 4 pages of textual records

MS-11-16, Box 1,
Folder 27

File - Photographs of Carlos Freitas, Laura
Jantek, Rene Davis, Joan Brown Hicks,
David Murdock and David Trueman

1994 4 photographs : col. ; 13.5 x 20
cm5 slides : col. ; 6 x 6 cm

Scope and content:

File includes 4 colour prints of the slide images.
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